Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare

on Tuesday 9th August 2005 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:  Cllrs R. Warmington (Chairman), O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels, K. Mison,  D. Neal, A. Parsley, J. Smith, J. Stevens.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington,  County Councillor Jane Midwood and PC Chris Spraggons,  4 parishioners

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllr. R. Gee and Cllr. A. Parsley for arriving late.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  There were none at this point.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meeting held on 21st July 2005.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 21st July was proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously and the Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk reported on outstanding items from the last meeting and other issues.
	

	
	
	

	a)
	It was agreed that the Clerk will write to Mr. Mortlock and Mr. Hines to inform them of their new hourly rate, advise them of the members of the Street Cleaning Committee and thank them for their hard work for Clare in Bloom.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Clerk reported that planning permission had been granted for the proposed work on the yew trees in the churchyard.  The faculty had been completed and passed to the Parochial Church Council.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Re:  Playing Field Project meeting with Football Club and Suffolk Football Association.  No date has been arranged as yet.  Cllr. J. Stevens will follow up and advise.
	Cllr. J. Stevens

	
	
	


	d)
	Re:  Car parking problems/garages on Highfields.  The Chairman reported that she had spoken with Cheryl Fish, Neighbourhood Officer, of Havebury.  They have recently sent out a survey to residents with regard to car parking and garages.  Havebury will follow up collapsed garage at the rear of No. 44.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Re:  Licensing Act 2003 – The Swan Inn, Clare.  Letter received from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council on the Licensing and Regulatory Sub-Committee’s decisions and reasons to amended operating schedule.  Cllr. J. Stevens reported that the landlord had been informed of Parish Council’s concerns and the Licensing Committee could change the hours if problems of nuisance are encountered.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts -  Financial Clerk explained that the Bank Statement was not available because the meeting was being held earlier than usual.  Therefore in September income and expenditure will cover a two month period.  Financial Clerk will investigate changing the Clerk’s computer dial-up number in order to save money.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. D. Neal, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial – there were none.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Gift of tractor and trailer to Parish Council.  Cllr. J. Stevens had given a gift of a tractor and trailer to the Parish Council and these will be added to the list of assets to Zurich Insurance.  Cllr. J. Stevens was thanked.
	Financial Clerk

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning -  Cllr. O. Smith reported that Mr. Mortlock had worked an additional two hours following the Music Festival.  Clerk to write to Street Cleaners as previously advised under item 8.   Problem of weeds to be discussed at meeting with Jim Nunn.   Mr. Mortlock to be asked to cover Mr. Hines’ holiday.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Market – A discussion took place on the viability of a Farmers’ Market being held in the future and it was agreed to revisit this.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr. O. Smith reported that specification for yew tree work in churchyard to be drawn up.  Working morning in Cemetery to be held end October/beginning November.  Specification for 2006/07/08 grass cutting to be drawn up.  Replacement sign, after vandalism, and the new sign for dog fouling to be put up – thanks to Tony Smith.  With regard to damage in The Nuttery Cllr. K. Mison has attended to the damaged trees.  It was reported that if the youths responsible are prosecuted then the Parish Council can seek compensation.
	

	
	
	


	D)
	Finance – It was agreed to hold the next meeting on Tuesday 30th August at 7.00 p.m. in the Committee Room at The Old School.  Clerk to book room.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Cllr. J. Smith’s reports on CLASP, Clare in Bloom and the Website had been circulated.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Cllr. J. Smith reported that the Guest Book on the Website has been shut down as exchanges had escalated into an argument.  The Parish Council agreed that this was the right course of action and the Guest Book is not intended for attacks on individuals.  A letter had been received from a member of the public concerned.  Although the Guest Book is monitored regularly there is no guarantee that this type of incident will not happen again.  After a period of peace and calm the Guest Book will be reinstated.  Cllr. J. Smith and Clerk to write to the member of the public.
	Clerk/

Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	c)
	Cllr. J. Stevens reported that he thought he may have to resign from the Parish Council as a result of his move and now not living within a three mile radius of Clare.  However, he had sought clarification from Joy Bowes, Head of Legal and Democractic Services at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, who confirmed that as elected he can remain a Parish Councillor until the next election.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	The Chairman reported that CHOC had got new tables.  Kevin Hurley has completed survey of Town Hall and will be reporting back in due course.  Quiz night to be held on 14th October and the Parish Council need a team.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	The Chairman reported on the vandalism at The Nuttery during the Music Festival weekend and had given the police a statement.  The Chairman said that she had been very impressed by the attitude of the police and had written to Inspector Gent accordingly. 
	

	
	
	

	f)
	The Chairman reported on the meeting with the Clare Society.  At the end of the meeting it was agreed to “beg to differ” but that the Parish Council and Clare Society will work with whatever decision is reached.  It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. J. Smith will write an article for the autumn Clare Focus on the Parish Council’s  “Vision of Clare.”
	Chairman/
Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	TCA05/1173 – Trees in a Conservation Area Notification 30% reduction to one Lime tree – Sigors House, High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/05/02094 – Conversion of former workshop to 3 no. two bed terraced dwellings and alteration of vehicular and pedestrian access – Barehams Yard, Cavendish Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA05/1180 – Trees in a Conservation Area Pollard 4 willow trees, 1 Gosford Close, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/05/02141 – Conversion of redundant windmill to one bedroom holiday-let accommodation – Home Farm, Chilton Street, Clare.  Recommend approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/05/01857 – Police Station, Erbury Place, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/04/2859/P – Land off High Street, Clare – Minor amendment granted
	

	
	SE/05/01830 – Walnut Tree Cottage, 2 Snow Hill, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA05/1162 – Clare Priory, Ashen Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/05/1539/P – Broadway House, 1 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	14
	Clare Christmas Lights
	

	
	
	

	
	This was now urgent and decisions had to be reached as electrical contractors had to be informed by beginning of September.  Part of the cost of the Christmas lights is allocated in the precept (£1,000) and £1,500 has been received from the locality budget.  However, the remainder of the costs are met by the Clare Business Association.
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed that Clare Parish Council will pay the electrical contractor (£3,625.00 plus VAT) and be repaid by the Clare Business Association.  This was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. A. Parsley had provided further background information and it was agreed that £5m public liability will be required.  Although there is no possible way of predicting every situation it is important to show due diligence.  After discussion it was agreed that the Financial Clerk will telephone Zurich Insurance to follow up from his earlier letter.
	Financial

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith reported that it had been impossible to get the breakdown of costs from the Borough Council.  The reason being that Bury St. Edmunds, Clare and Haverhill had been one operation. If the Borough Council check the fixings they can charge for this.  After discussion it was agreed that Cllr. J. Stevens will arrange an urgent meeting with Matthew Riches of the Borough, Cllr. J. Smith and himself.
	Cllr. J. Stevens/
Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	If necessary an interim Parish Council meeting will be held before the September meeting.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Re-deposit Local Plan – draft report for submission.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. P. Daniels and J. Stevens will not be submitting a written submission to the Public Inquiry but will be making a verbal presentation on 6th December 2005.  The draft will be discussed at the Parish Council meeting on 15th September.  The parishioners’ comments about Chilton Street will be included.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Trafalgar Weekend – Decision to be taken on Parish Council involvement.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that she had spoken with Stuart Green at the Ancient House who confirmed that they will be showing a film about Mrs. Hamilton on 21st October.  It was suggested that a beacon could be lit that evening but the timing must not interrupt the showing of the film.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact the organisers to ascertain what time they would expect the beacon to be lit.  It was agreed that the Chairman will contact John Laws in the Country Park to enquire if the beacon could be moved to the top of the castle for the lighting.
	Clerk

Chairman

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that the Chairman will informally approach local pubs to see if they are interested in organising their own events, menus etc.  It was also suggested that an article could be included in the autumn edition of the Clare Focus.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	17
	Confirmation of who will attend meeting with Mr. Jim Nunn (Suffolk County Council Highways Department) for annual site visit on Wednesday 17th August at 09.00 a.m.
	

	
	
	

	
	Attendees will be:  Chairman, Cllr. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), Cllr. D. Neal, Cllr. A. Parsley and County Councillor Jane Midwood.  Meet outside the Co-Op.  Clerk to advise Jim Nunn.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Decision on whether to support Clare Primary School in extended parking zone off Erbury Place
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman showed the diagram with proposed extended parking zone.  After discussion it was agreed that the safety of children was of prime importance and that the Parish Council supported this in principal but would ask whether a) have local residents been spoken to and do they support this, and b) can the proposed extended parking restrictions be lifted in the evening or school holidays?  Clerk to write to Mr. Meikle.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman in her role as a Clare Primary School Governor has in the past suggested that a suitable drop-off point could be agreed and a  “walking bus” arranged to get the children to school safely.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Payphone on Stoke Road – reply from BT – agree response
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed to support the proposal to convert the public payphone at Stoke Road to a “cashless” phone.  Clerk to respond to BT.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Suggestions for Local Education Authority Governor at Clare Middle School
	

	
	
	

	
	None at present.  
	

	
	
	


	21
	Chairman’s Report on SALC Training Day and how this will affect changes to the agenda
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman had circulated a report on the training day.  Both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be attending the remaining four modules.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that the session with the parishioners, police, County and Borough Councillors, are not official business for the Parish Council.  It is conducted once the Chairman has closed the Parish Council meeting and opened it to the public.  It is during this session that they can speak.  It is then that this part is closed and Parish Council meeting is re-opened.  Outline notes of what they have said will not appear in the Minutes but as an attachment.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reitereated that the Clerk is the executive officer and can make decisions on matters that require urgent attention.  As an example, if property belonging to the Parish Council is damaged and there is a public safety issue.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Criteria for material posted on board in Pashlers Alley
	

	
	
	

	
	Following a complaint from an advertiser who had posted a notice on the Pashlers Alley noticeboard and had it subsequently removed, clarification was sought on the criteria for material posted.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that it should be available to advertise Clare and a Clare event and not for a business.  It was agreed to re-word the notice to “This Board is maintained by Clare Parish Council at its discretion to advertise local events in and around Clare…”.  Clerk to write to business advertiser.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	· Emergency Committee status
· Allocation of Parish Councillors on Committees

· Draft submission to the Local Plan

· Parish Council award of £100 for the best improvement in facilities for youth in the area

· Milennium sign update
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed to the public at 9.15 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Tuesday 9th August 2005

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	West Suffolk Mind
	Requesting donation of £25 towards awareness day of Mental Health Issues on 10th October.  Material will be distributed throughout the area including Clare Parish.  Action:  Pass to Finance Committee.

	2
	Newstalk (taped news for the blind and partially sighted in the St. Edmundsbury area)
	Requesting donation.  Action:  Pass to Finance Committee.

	3
	Havebury
	Requesting completion of questionnaire.  Notice of AGM to be held on 26th September. Completed at meeting.  Problems of grass cutting between Havebury and Borough Council highlighted.  Annual meeting with Havebury representative at Churchill Close requested.  Action: Clerk to send off.

	4
	Western Suffolk Local Strategic Partnership Forum
	Reply in response to our letter.  Added to their mailing list.  The next Forum will be on 17th October at 10.00 a.m. (venue to be agreed).  Will a Parish Councillor attend? Cllr. J. Stevens explained the background to the WSLSP.   Action: Chairman will attend the meeting.

	5
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re: Parks and Open Spaces workshops.  Reply in response to our letter. Apologies for lack of notice.  No further meetings planned.  Request to fill in questionnaire.  Action:  Pass to Cemetery Committee for completion.

	6
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re: Drinking Water Quality Reports 2004 (Summary).  Does the Parish Council wish to receive a copy of the report? Action: Clerk to request copy.

	7
	Copies of letters from resident of Erbury Place.  Copies of Havebury Housing Partnership letters to them.
	Re:  Concern expressed about change in night cover arrangements and proposed loss of visitors’ Guest Room with alternative proposal of room at Half Moon House at a charge of £25.00 including lunch and evening meal.  Action:  Clerk to write to resident and thank them for sending copies of correspondence.

	8
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council (Local Plan Public Inquiry)
	Re: Local Plan Public Inquiry.  Enclosing Minutes of Pre-Inquiry Meeting (minutes contain dates by which proofs should be submitted).  The formal opening and first day of the Inquiry will be at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 24th October. Noted.

	9
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Local Plan – Omission Sites Consultation.  Explaining in more detail the consultation process.  The Report produced by the Planning Insprector residing over the Local Plan public inquiry will be binding on the Council.  The Inspector may decide to change the Plan to include sites for development put forward by people other than the Council, classed by the government as Omission Sites.  However, he is unable to do this unless there has been prior consultation. Letters have been sent to people in properties neighbouring the sites and notice has also been placed on site – these actions are in excess of government requirements but the Council considered this important.  The consultation process has led to considerable unrest and confusion and much of this has been directed at Parish Councils. The Borough Council will be writing to the government office to inform them of the confusion and problems the Omission Sites consultation process is causing.  Reminder that representations have to be received by 10th August.  Noted.  Confirmed that Cllrs. P. Daniels and J. Stevens will be making oral presentation.

	10
	Justin Wallace – Tourism Manager,  St. Edmundsbury
	Thanks for our letter.  Compilation of map was a labour of love as he rode the route over and over again to refine the detail.  We are fortunate to have access to quiet lanes and rolling countryside on our doorsteps.  Noted.

	11
	Joel Hartfield – Diversity Team, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Public access and diversity project.  Further workshops will be held.  Noted


.

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 9th August 2005
	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	PC Chris Spraggons reported that there had been no major problems.  Music Festival had gone well.  Minor incidents of criminal damage, two have been detected.  Four people had been camping out in The Nuttery.  Enquiries will continue.  

	
	

	
	The problem of people driving in Clare whilst using mobile phones was discussed. The police will tackle this whenever seen.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners Question Time

	
	

	
	A parishioner raised the issue of the omission site at Chilton Street.  He asked for Parish Council support for limited development within the proposed settlement boundary to prevent decline.  The Parish Council agreed to discuss this under agenda item 15.

	
	

	
	A parishioner was extremely concerned about the poor state of the roads in Clare Heights.  It was agreed to show this area to Jim Nunn on his visit on 17th August.

	
	

	
	A parishioner again raised concerns about:

· the poor state of the car park in the Country Park.  

· The recycling bins have been put closer together which means that it is now very difficult to get round them to put bottles in on the other side and could result in people leaving bottles and boxes on the ground around the bins.

· The overhanging trees in Cavendish Road.  In order to avoid oncoming and often impatient drivers it is necessary to keep very close to the wall and can result in cars being scratched.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood gave an update on the firemens’ strike.

	
	

	
	The locality budget has been reduced from £1m to £750,000 and County Cllr. Midwood will be receiving £11,860 for the 24 villages in the Clare division and welcomes bids for locality funding.

	
	

	
	With regard to Council Tax there will be nothing like the same funding from the Government this year which does not bode well.

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood will be attending the meeting with Jim Nunn of Suffolk County Council Highways Department.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Borough Councillor Jeff Stevens confirmed that £4,000 has been awarded to CHOC for a contribution to the windows in the Town Hall from the rural initiatives budget.

	
	

	
	On 21st August there will be an airshow at Rougham to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War and as part of this celebration any soldiers, airmen, Home Guard etc. who have not received the Freedom of the Borough will now do so.

	
	

	
	Borough Councillor Jeff Stevens reported on the concerns that residents of Erbury Place have expressed about changes to cover arrangements and the loss of their guest room.  A discussion followed and it was agreed that the Borough Councillor will arrange a meeting with Steve Cook at Havebury and report back. 
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