Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare

on Thursday 21st July 2005 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:  Cllrs. R. Warmington (Chairman), O. Smith (Vice Chairman), R. Gee, D. Neal, A. Parsley, 

J. Smith, J. Stevens.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington, 4 parishioners

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllrs. P. Daniels and K. Mison, County Councillor Jane Midwood and PC Chris Spraggons
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  There were none at this point.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  No report presented.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners Question Time.  The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr. Scott expressed disappointment that no parking restrictions had been put in place during the Craft Fair Weekend.  The Chairman replied that there was a file note from the Clerk about her discussion with PC Spraggons to be covered in Correspondence.
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr. Dadd asked whether there was going to be a Parishioners question time at the end of the meeting.  The Chairman said there would not and explained that in future if there was an important agenda item about which members of the public wished to speak, the Chairman at her discretion, could close the meeting in order to hear parishioners speak.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  The Clerk read out the report.  County Councillor Jane Midwood has made the pavement from Chilton Street her top priority bid for the increased funding for maintenance for her division.  

There is a vacancy for a Local Education Authority Governor at Clare Middle School.  It was agreed to bring back any suggestions to the next meeting.  Nominations by 20th August.  To be an agenda item.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  Borough Councillor J. Stevens reported that the Borough Council was keen to increase affordable housing.  They have been working on a scheme with Havebury whereby empty houses (mainly in Bury St. Edmunds and Haverhill but not exclusively) can be leased.  Please contact Borough Councillor J. Stevens or Havebury if any suitable properties are known.
The work on the Cattle Market scheme in Bury St. Edmunds has started with completion in stages up until 2008.

St. Edmundsbury put in a bid to the London Olympic Committee (prior to a decision being made on the location) to provide facilities for one of the visiting teams.  There is the running track at Bury St. Edmunds and other good facilities within the Borough.  
With the area being only one and half hours from the Olympic centre it was suggested that there may be tourist opportunities and the Parish Council should bear this in mind for the future.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported on the importance of keeping young families in Clare and following on from this she had contacted Polly Shipp of Havebury to ascertain the waiting list.  The Chairman had made contact with Dennis Heath at St. Edmundsbury who is responsible for liaising with developers and also Suffolk Acre.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 16th June 2005 and 5th July 2005.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 16th June was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously and the Chairman signed them as a true record.

Acceptance of the Minutes of 5th July was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously and the Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Matters arising from previous Minutes
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman summarised the actions.
	

	
	
	

	
	Minutes of 16th June.  
Item 8c)  The Chairman had spoken with Mr. Gilbert on 13th July re clearing the stump in the greensward outside the Baptist Chapel.  He had forgotten about this and said he would get this done.

Item 8e)  Churchyard Wall.  Payment had been received from insurers and Valiants had been paid.  

Item 8e)  Christmas lights insurance.  Finance Clerk had written general letter to insurers.

Item 8l)   Rural fund.  Cllr. J. Stevens confirmed that CHOC application for windows had gone in.  Applications that are granted will be capped to £5,000.
Item 11.  Survey of Clare Town Hall.  Mr. Hurley preferred to carry out the survey on his own. However, he will come and talk to the Parish Council afterwards and answer any questions.   He did not want to see copies of  correspondence regarding the subsidence until he carried out the survey.
Item 13.  Overhanging branches on Cavendish Road.  The Chairman reported that she monitored this on several occasions and did not think they were hindering or interferring with traffic.  If Parish Councillors disagree please inform Clerk who will put on the agenda for the next meeting.
Item 17.  Memorial tree planting in The Nuttery.  Tree has been planted.  The Nuttery is now at the maximum number of trees.

Page 10. Item 2.  Cllr. D. Neal confirmed the Environment Agency are doubling the flow down the Stour .  They have settled on a pipeline which will come out at Wixoe.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts – Financial Clerk explained these.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Financial Clerk explained the cashflow for 2005 – 2006 and highlighted that reserves had been reduced and therefore attention should be paid to expenditure.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial -  C115 Buckley-Saxon.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Cllr. O. Smith reported that Mr. Hines will be starting work early on Monday 25th July for Clare in Bloom judging day.  Mr. Mortlock may have to do additional hours following the music festival.  Reviewing location and useage of litter bins.  Reviewing bins at Cemetery.  Met with Sharon Poole, Animal Warden at St. Edmundsbury.  Her remit is for dog fouling on public land only, i.e. not allotments.  Often a letter to dog owners whose dogs are fouling is effective and any reports are treated in strict confidence as the Data Protection Act protects the person complaining.  Another new dog fouling sign will go up on footpath to Cemetery.  Clerk in contact with St. Edmundsbury re dog bin clearance in Cemetery.
	

	
	i)
	Street cleaners’ wages review – A discussion took place.  Cllr. O. Smith proposed that the street cleaners’ hourly rate be increased to £5.50 per hour, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Stevens and carried unanimously.
	Finance Clerk

	b)
	Market – No report.
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr O. Smith reported.  Draft specification for 2006/07/08 grass cutting to be finalised for next Parish Council meeting.  
	Cllr O.Smith
Clerk

	
	i)
	Mr. Gilbert – clearing of stump on greensward.  Chairman has made contact as advised under Item 8.  
	

	
	ii)
	Planning application for yew trees in churchyard.  Awaiting planning decision.  Faculty from the church required.  Clerk is awaiting meeting with Jim Standen, Secretary to Parochial Church Council, prior to completing forms.
	Clerk

	
	iii)
	Tender for clearing compound in Cemetery – Quotation received and accepted from Ian Kiddy (£190.00 +VAT).  Clerk to write and confirm. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance – Clerk reported in Cllr. P. Daniels’ absence that there is an outstanding application for a grant by Suffolk Befriending Scheme for 
people with learning disabilities.  To be deferred to next Finance Committee meeting.
The Chairman reported that it could be possible to have a policy and criteria set out for grant applications received and that these could be sent to the organisations applying.  It was agreed that this should be considered by the Finance Committee and brought back to the full Council.
	Finance Ctte
Finance Ctte

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels’ report on the SALC AGM to be put in circulation folder.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. O. Smith reported that Cemetery archive maps had gone to the records office.  The Finance Clerk reported that some items may be of value to collectors and it was worth the Parish Council bearing this in mind for future income.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. D. Neal had received two comments about the danger of hanging baskets in Clare.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/05/0212 – Erection of single storey extension (revised scheme) – Maples, Erbury Place, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. D. Neal, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/05/02051 – Erection of 2 detached two storey dwellings and construction of vehicular access (following demolition of existing bungalow) – The Hollow, Snow Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/05/02035 – 9 Hertford Road, Clare – Erection of first floor front extension and alteration to roof over garage.  After discussion the Chairman closed the meeting in order that the house owner who was present at the meeting could explain the plans.  Following this, the Parish Council meeting was re-opened.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Election of Committees
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Election of Councillor to Street Cleaning Committee.  Cllr. D. Neal nominated the Chairman, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Election of Councillor to Cemetery Committee.  Cllr. O. Smith nominated Cllr. A. Parsley, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Re-deposit Local Plan Ommission Sites.  Cllr. J. Stevens reported that he and Cllr. P. Daniels had met to prepare for the Public Inquiry and were following the guidelines laid down by the Borough Council.  The importance of having housing in the centre of town to reduce traffic impact and affordable housing to sustain the community was reiterated.  Cllr. P. Daniels had attended the meeting at the Borough Council with the Planning Inspector who made it clear how the Public Inquiry will be run.  Cllr. P. Daniels will be producing a draft document.  Cllr. D. Neal had prepared a draft of what the Parish Council were considering for the area behind The Swan. The green area to be changed to “Area for future public facilities”.  Cllr. J. Smith had prepared a “Vision of Clare” to be circulated to all Councillors.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	Clarification of future and status of Playing Field Project
	

	
	
	

	
	At the public meeting held in June there were 29 attendees.  The whole of Clare had been leafleted and this number was disappointing.  Cllr. J. Stevens reported that he had met with Richard Livall, Countryside Development Officer and Howard Cook, Sports Development Officer.  Before the project can progress further the young people who play football have to show more commitment.  Without this, the project will not get off the ground.  A meeting will be held in Clare with the Football Club and its members and the Suffolk Football Association and the situation will be clearly spelled out.  Cllr. J. Stevens will advise the date to Parish Councillors.
It was acknowledged that both John Martin and John Humphreys had gone well beyond the call of duty in their support and commitment.  
	Cllr. J. Stevens

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Appointment of Treasurer – The Finance Clerk was asked if he would take this responsibility in the interim and he agreed to consider this.  
	Finance Clerk
Cllr. J. Stevens



	
	
	

	17
	Clare Christmas Lights – quotation of installation.  A quotation had been received for the installation of the lights of £4,259.40 incl. VAT.  Cllr. J. Smith asked whether the Parish Council could pay for this and then be re-imbursed by the Clare Business Association.

Cllr. J. Smith had obtained a quotation for public liability insurance and she felt that cover of £1m was not sufficient. It had been very difficult to obtain information from the Borough Council.  A discussion followed on the risk assessment.  Cllr. J. Stevens agreed to speak to the Borough Council with regard to costings and Cllr. A. Parsley agreed to speak to his contact with regard to risk assessment. The Borough Council are going to ensure that the safety of the junction boxes are checked prior to handing over. To be an agenda item at the next meeting.
	Cllrs. J. Stevens and A. Parsley

Clerk

	
	
	


	18
	Agree dates to offer Mr. Jim Nunn (Suffolk County Council Highways Department) for annual site visit.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to offer Wednesday 17th August at 09.00 a.m.  Clerk to also contact County Councillor J. Midwood to advise her of this date.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Identification of poor pavements and other highways issues to be raised with Mr. Nunn.  Priorities will be agreed at the pre-meeting (see ii below).  A letter was read out from a parishioner complaining about the pavements on Nethergate Street.
	

	
	ii)
	Decide a date for site meeting pre-Mr. Nunn’s visit.  It was agreed to meet at 6.30 p.m. on Thursday 28th July outside the Committee Room entrance at The Old School.
	All 
Councillors

	
	
	
	

	19
	Havebury Visit Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Havebury had produced a report following the Estate Inspection on 15th June which Cllrs. O. Smith and D. Neal had attended.  Put in the circulation folder.
	

	
	
	

	
	Residents in Highfields are concerned about car parking problems especially in the entrance road.  Many of the garages for rent are too small for modern cars.  A wooden garage at the rear of No. 44 has collapsed and it had been suggested that this could be demolished and be a car parking area.  Not only is the garage an eyesore but there are concerns about vermin infestation.  After discussion it was agreed that the Chairman will contact Havebury.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	20
	Decision on whether to support Clare Primary School in extended parking zone off Erbury Place
	

	
	
	

	
	Item deferred as they had not sent Clerk background information.
	

	
	
	

	21
	Planning applications – preparation prior to Parish Council meetings.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Cllr. D. Neal will look at planning applications and then pass to the Chairman prior to the meeting.  It was agreed that Planning Applications will be available for parishioners to see from 6.45 p.m. before the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Suffolk Preservation Society – Listed Building and Conservation Area training day on 26th October – confirm who will attend.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. O. Smith and D. Neal will attend.  As Cllr. O. Smith is a member she will make her own booking.
	Cllr. O. Smith/

Clerk

	
	
	

	23
	Trafalgar Weekend – Decision to be taken on Parish Council involvement.
	

	
	
	

	
	A discussion took place on whether the Parish Council should facilitate community participation in this historic and important occasion.  It was agreed that in the first instance the Chairman will contact the Ancient House.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	24
	Lavenham traffic reduction scheme – satellite routes
	

	
	
	

	
	This followed a request from Mr. Scott, a parishioner, who is concerned about the amount of lorries driving through Clare.  The Chairman reported that she had contacted the Parish Clerk at Lavenham who had confirmed that there had been an increase in lorries driving through Lavenham but this was gradually reducing.  It would appear that route planning on the internet or satellite nevigations systems are largely to blame.  Once lorry drivers had gone through Lavenham and realised how difficult it was they rarely drove through again.
	

	
	
	

	25
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	· Chairman to report back on SALC Training Day

· Bank at Highfield is slipping on to the pavement

· Christmas lights – payment of installation invoice
· Malting Lane lighting (after information received)
· Parish Council award of £100 for the best improvement in facilities for youth in the area (for consideration in the future)
· Cllr. J. Stevens has gifted a tractor and trailer to The Nuttery (this needs to be an agenda item so they can become assets.)
· Allocation of Councillors on the main Committees
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 21st July 2005

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	St. Edmundsbury
	Licensing Act 2003 – The Swan Inn Clare.   Notice of hearing on 1st August.  Invited to attend hearing and present case and complete forms for  representation (has to be in by 28th July).

Action:  Cllr. J. Stevens will speak to the Chairman of the licensing committee to ascertain the format of the meeting and gauge if he should attend.  The Parish Council delegated authority to Cllr. J. Stevens to complete the necessary forms.

	2
	BT Payphones
	Explanation as to why BT need to re-align payphone provision.  There are currently 2 street based payphones in Clare Parish Council.  They have identified one with very low use that may still be needed by the community. (Stoke Road, Clare). They are proposing to remove the obligation to provide cash payment facility and to be converted to a cashless payment option as an alternative to removal.  Stress they are consulting on this element and it would only take effect should Ofcom’s Review conclude that it was appropriate for boxes not to offer cash payment facilities. Comments/objections by 30th August.

Action:  Clerk to ascertain from BT what is precisely “very low use”.

	3
	DEFRA
	Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.  1) it allows parish councils to issued fixed penalty notices for litter, graffitti, fly-posting and dog offences 2) it allows parish councils to introduce dog control orders for a range of offences (replacing current byelaws).

Action:  Passed to Street Cleaning Committee.

	4
	Suffolk Preservation Society
	East of England Plan.  They will appear on ‘the district level apportionment of regional growth, particularly in regard to Mid-Suffolk, Forest heath and St. Edmundsbury’ i.e. housing and infrastructure for the next 20 years.  Regional growth in these areas will have a knock-on effect to all areas of the County.  Asking for comments by end July.

Action:  It was agreed that the Clerk should send them a copy of proposals to be submitted to Public Inquiry when finalised.

	5
	Essex County Council
	Involving the community in County Planning issues.  Now preparing Statement of Community Involvement (SCI).  Do the Parish Council wish to complete Key Issues Response Form (by 22 July)? 

Action:  Put in circulation folder.

	6
	Western Suffolk Local Strategic Partnership
	Invitation to forum on 21 July (too late to attend).  Do the Parish Council wish to give their views on the format and future topics for discussion?

Action:  Clerk to write to express interest and request further information on the meeting of 21st July.

	7
	Sudbury and District Citizens Advice Bureau
	AGM on 27th July at 1.00p.m. at The Stevenson Centre, Great Cornard.  Does anybody wish to attend?

No action required.  Noted.

	8
	Clare in Bloom
	Invitation to reception on Monday 25th July at 11.00 a.m. in the Town Hall to meet the judges prior to judging.  Please confirm if you will be able to attend.

Acceptances received by Clerk.

	9
	Clare in Bloom
	Suggestion for sustainable planting on greensward outside The Globe/The Cock Inn with species crocuses – will not hinder or delay grass cutting and will give a beautiful display of colour early in the year.  Asking for views of Parish Council.

The Parish Council were all in favour of this.  Action:  Clerk to write to Clare in Bloom.  

	10
	File note from Clerk on conversation with PC Spraggons
	Re:  Traffic congestion problems on Cavendish Road and Clare Craft Fair.

The long term issues of future increased parking in the Cavendish Road was discussed.  It was agreed to ask Jim Nunn at the site visit to examine the traffic flow.  Action: Chairman

	11
	St. Edmundsbury
	In response to a question by the Clerk - Parish Councillors do not have to complete a Register of Members’ Interests annually.  However if there are any changes to their declarable interests an updated form must be sent to St. Edmundsbury within 28 days.  Noted.

	12
	Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Clare Music Festival.  Temporary closure of footpath 15 between the Station Road gates to the Country Park and the point at which the footpath enters the hedgerow on the opposite side of the Bailey from 22 – 24 July.  Noted.

	13
	St. Edmundsbury
	Review of Evening Economy – Scoping Event in response to our letter about the timing of the meeting.  They originally intended to have evening meeting however, the licensees could not make an evening meeting because of the need to be in their premises.  They thought late afternoon/early evening was best compromise.  In future will take into account majority view of attendees.  Noted.

	14
	St. Edmundsbury Waste Management
	Response re bin collection in Clare and our letter highlighting that bins are not returned to where they have been collected from.  Will speak to relevant crews.  Noted.

	15
	Mr. Stuart Green
	Copy letter to St. Edmundsbury enclosing photographs after refuse has been collected and bins are left scattered over the footway and the road impeding both pedestrians and road traffic. Noted.

	16
	St. Edmundsbury
	Travel Voucher Scheme.  People who are unable to use conventional public transport due to sever mobility impairment may be eligible for travel vouchers.  Leaflets enclosed – where to be displayed?  To be passed to CLASP and Day Centre.  Action: Clerk

	17
	Guy Smith

Suffolk County Council
	Update on Nethergate Street.  There is still some congestion.  However, they needed to work with the developer to ensure that safety of road users is protected as well as to the workmen on the site itself.  Arrangements in place currently meet these needs. Agreed with the developer that they need to concentrate their efforts on those properties closest to the road to enable the safety measures to be taken away as soon as practical.  After discussion it was agreed to highlight the problems with Jim Nunn at his site visit.  Action:  Chairman.

	18
	Jim Standen 

Clare Parochial Church Council
	Recent repairs to Churchyard Wall.  Thanks to the Parish Council from the PCC.  The structure now looks impressively robust and likely to last for many years before needing further remedial work, the contractors having done a very neat and professional job of work.  The Council’s efforts are much appreciated.  Noted.

	19
	Clare Playing Field Association
	AGM on Monday 1st August 2005 at 8.00 p.m. to be held at The Globe, Clare.  Noted.

	20
	Environment Agency
	A Combined Essex CAMS consultation document will be produced and distributed to us in summer 2006.  Noted.

	21
	Suffolk County Council
	Public Access and diversity workshops on 14th and 15th July.  Too short notice.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to express interest but not enough notice given.  Action:  Clerk

	22
	St. Edmundsbury
	Parks and Open Spaces.  Two workshops on 20th and 21st July.  Too short notice.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to express interest but not enough notice given.  Action:  Clerk


Attachment to the Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st July 2005
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