Minuites of Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 16th June 2005 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:  Cllr. R. Warmington (Chairman), Cllr. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels,  R. Gee. 
D. Neal, J. Smith, J. Stevens.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington, County Councillor J. Midwood, 1 parishioner

	
	
	Action

Councillors/

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The newly elected Chairman, Cllr. R. Warmington, introduced the meeting by saying that she thought the Parish Council should be active in making sure that they are looking at the future of Clare by pro-actively helping schools and business people and ensuring that vitality is brought back to Clare.
The Chairman explained that she, the Vice Chairman and Clerk will be meeting a fortnight after the monthly Parish Council meetings to ensure that the load is shared and focussed on current business.  The Chairman proposed  to change the layout of the Minutes and explained that she will be suggesting some changes to the agenda to endeavour to shorten the meetings.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies.  Cllr. K. Mison, Cllr. J. Stevens for arriving late and PC Spraggons.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’s interests.  There were none at this point.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 10th May and 19th May 2005
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 10th May was proposed by Cllr. D. Neal and seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously and Chairman signed them as a true record.

Minutes of 19th May – Page 1 – 3b) – should state “ … and Cllr. O. Smith joined this Committee for a term of a year.”   With this amendment accepted, acceptance of these Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith and seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously and Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Police Report.  Apologies had been received from PC Chris Spraggons and there was no police report.

Parishioners Question Time.  Mr. Scott raised again concerns about the Craft Fair on 9th and 10th July and the park and ride operating from the Playing Fields, in particular relating to traffic problems on Cavendish Road and Nethergate Street.  The Clerk has already forewarned the police since the previous meeting.  The Chairman agreed to discuss this again under item 13.  Mr. Scott also enquired whether any action had been taken following his suggestion that the Parish Council liaise with Lavenham with regard to satellite routes to reduce the traffic through the town.  The Chairman agreed to discuss this again under item 13.
Mr. Groom had raised a written question which was agreed to cover under correspondence.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Matters arising from previous Minutes
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reviewed the Minutes from 19th May.
	

	
	
	

	
	Item 3 a) to be agenda item at July meeting.
	Clerk

	
	Item 3 c) to be agenda item at July meeting.
	Clerk

	
	Item 3 d) The Chairman confirmed that she will continue on the Finance Committee.
	

	
	Item 7 Mr. Gilbert – to be agenda item at July meeting.
	Clerk

	
	Item 10 a) Street Cleaning – Cllrs. O. Smith and D. Neal had been round with the estate inspections on 15th June.  It was apparent to them that the weed problem was not confined to the centre of Clare.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood was asked to take this up at County level and she responded that she had already spoken with Jim Nunn and would report under item 8m).
	

	
	Item 10 a) i) – Cllr. J. Smith had not reported owners’ name to dog warden. With the resignation of Cllr. J. Smith from the Street Cleaning Committee it was agreed that Cllrs. O. Smith and D. Neal will be the contacts with the Dog Warden in future.
	

	
	Item 10 c) ii) - Clerk had arranged further meeting and collection.
	

	
	Item 14 Re-deposit Local Plan Public Enquiry in September 2005 – Letters had been received and will be covered under correspondence.
	

	
	Item 15 Playing Field Project – to be agenda item at July meeting.
	Clerk

	
	Item 20 a) Interim Planning Meetings.  The Chairman explained that the regular agenda item “Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting” had been removed for this meeting.  However, following advice from Mary Mitson-Woods of SALC it was agreed to re-instate this because the Parish Council is only making a recommendation and not making a decision.
	Clerk

	
	Item 20 b) Development on Nethergate Street.  Reply in correspondence.
	

	
	Item 20 f) No reply received as yet.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Correspondence
	

	
	
	

	
	See attached schedule.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts – Financial Clerk explained these.  The payment to FA Valiant had been made for the Churchyard Wall and also the Clerk’s backpay.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial – 1571 Catherine Phyllis Simmons, C114 Irene Spittle.
	

	
	
	


	
	Audit – The Financial Clerk said that the accounts for this year had been approved.  However, a statement of assurance is required i.e. agree that we have approved statements and accounts and maintain adequate controls and risk assessment.  The Finance Clerk will prepare the relevant papers for the meeting to be held on Monday 20th June 2005.
	Finance

Clerk

	
	
	

	8
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning.  Cllr. O. Smith reported that problem with access to big litterbins has been resolved. Evidence of youths at chapel to be reported. Reminder to both street cleaners that bins need to be lined.  Problems with bins at Cemetery and Church – parishioners are putting wrong rubbish in blue bins.  Problems with weeds needs addressing for 2006. Clearing of dog bin in Cemetery needs resolving.  Clerk to liaise with Borough.
It was reported that three men and truck from the Borough were seen earlier in the week emptying the bins.  Clerk to write to St. Edmundsbury and explain that this is not a necessary service as we have seven day cover.  However, a supply of bags will be gratefully received.

Car parked permanently on Playing Fields (land owned by Parish Council).  Clerk to write to John Martin.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Market.  Nothing to report.  
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery Committee.  Cllr. O. Smith reported that Mr. Gilbert had still not ground out the stump on the greensward outside the Baptist Chapel.  It was agreed that the Chairman will speak to Mr. Gilbert.
	Chairman

	
	i)
	Agree tender for repair to bench in Cemetery.  Agreed to Mr. Wheeler’s tender of £100.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.  Clerk to write to Mr. Wheeler.
	Clerk

	
	ii)
	Work on yew trees.  Councillor O. Smith reported on the very useful meeting with Mr. Kit Twinch from St. Edmundsbury and distributed his recommendation for the work.  It was suggested that the most favourable time for work to commence is September.  Planning permission will need to be obtained.  Clerk to obtain planning documentation.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	d)
	SALC.  Cllr. P. Daniels reported that SALC AGM will be held on Saturday 9th July and this year will include an item on Emergency Planning.  Cllr. Daniels will be attending.  Clerk to remind Chairman to see if she can also attend.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	e)
	Finance.  Cllr. P. Daniels reported on the two risk management issues discussed at the Finance Committee.
Firstly, the repair to the Churchyard Wall as a result of the damage caused by a car being driven into the wall had been rectified and Valiants were asking that their bill be paid.  The father of the driver had initiated the discussion by speaking to the Rev. John Rankin.  As a result an estimate was obtained and sent by Mr. Rankin to the father who confirmed his acceptance of the amount and indicated that his son was fully insured for that amount.  Since then, the Clerk had experienced difficulty in getting hold of the father although she had obtained details of the insurer and the policy number from the son.  While it is ultimately the Parish Council’s liability to pay Valiants it did not seem necessary to pay them immediately if there was every expectation that the insurance company would settle their bill.  If was therefore felt that some indication should be obtained from the insurers of when the claim may be paid before authorizing payment of Valiants’ bill.
After discussion it was agreed that the Finance Clerk will put in hand the relevant enquiries from the insurers as to when we might expect settlement.

Secondly, the Christmas lights.  In previous years, St Edmundsbury Borough Council had been responsible for contributing to the Christmas Lights.  If the arrangements were put into effect by Clare Business Association who would be responsible if a member of the public suffered injury directly related to the installation and operation of the Christmas Lights?  

In practice, the first person likely to be sued would be the electrical firm retained to install the lights. It was important before retaining such a firm to ensure that it carried public liability insurance. If the electrical firm could show that the injury was not the result of its handiwork, it was possible that the organisers might be held liable if they had failed to fulfil a duty of care to ensure the safety of the installation. If the organisers were Clare Business Association or some of them, it was unlikely that their own insurance policies would extend to public liability for acts not in the ordinary course of business and not taking place on their actual business premises. If the Parish Council authorised such persons to proceed, would they be covered by the Council’s insurance and if so should the insurers be notified?  The answer appeared to be “yes”. 

It was resolved that Councillor June Smith assist the Finance Clerk by describing what was involved in the installation and maintenance of Christmas lights over the festive season in order that the Finance Clerk may draw them to the notice of the Council’s insurers and obtain confirmation that public liability cover under the Council’s insurance policy will extend to claims, by any member of the public, which cannot be attributed to a failure of the electrical firm concerned in its duty of care to the public arising from the work carried out by it.
	Finance Clerk

Finance Clerk/

J. Smith

	
	
	

	f)
	Website.  Cllr. J. Smith reported that nothing received as yet from the Primary School.  The Chairman confirmed that they will shortly be contacting Cllr. J. Smith
	

	
	
	

	g)
	CLASP.  Cllr. J. Smith reported that £400 had been raised from the Golf Tournament and a further £260 from the tea party.
	

	
	
	

	h)
	CHOC.  It was confirmed that the Chairman, Cllr. J. Smith and R. Gee were the Parish Councillors representatives on the CHOC Committee.  Another two or three people are required and prospective candidates will be approached and nominated through local organizations.
	

	
	
	

	i)
	Clare in Bloom.  Planting will take place on Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st June.  Judging will take place on Monday 25th July.  The Clerk was asked to contact the following – Recycling centre to ensure recycling bins are emptied, St. Edmundsbury and Havebury for grass cutting, inform the street cleaners, roadsweeping.  Check previous year’s minutes to ensure that everyone necessary is contacted.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	j)
	Emergency Planning.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	k)
	Clare Primary School – School Governor’s Report.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	l)
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  Cllr. J. Stevens reported that a rural fund has been allocated £50k a year, similar to County Council’s locality budget.  Cllr. Stevens will follow up outstanding application by CHOC for windows.  Cllr. Stevens reported that site visits had taken place at 1 Gilbert Road and Broadway House, 1 Nethergate Street.
	J. Stevens

	
	
	

	m)
	County Councillor’s Report.  County Cllr. J. Midwood said how successful she thought the Open Day in April had been.  

County Cllr. J. Midwood reported on an initiative that PC McKenna had done in visiting the villages he is responsible for with senior police officers and looking at where there is anti-social behaviour problems and hot spots.  She suggested this is something that could be repeated by PC Spraggons.

County Cllr. J. Midwood had spoken with Jim Nunn about the weeds in Clare and he had suggested having a walk around the town with her and members of the Parish Council.  The Parish Council reported that is has a yearly meeting with Jim Nunn to look at highway issues and this will probably take place in September.  
The first cabinet meeting of the new County Council had been held and it had been agreed to spend £3m of capital finance 2005/2006 to improve the conditions of the county’s roads and pavements.

With regard to the footpath from Chilton Street to Clare Jim Nunn believed that the pavement was little used.  However, County Cllr. J. Midwood had seen it being used recently and felt that it was important to re-instate it both in terms of safety and health initiatives in encouraging people to walk.  Parishioners were afraid to walk along the road without a footpath as it was unsafe because of traffic.  It is also a classic example of weeds not being cleared regularly and eventually taking the footpath over.

County Cllr. J. Midwood reported on the background and decisions made over the locality budget which had been cut.  However, it was hoped that additional finance can be attracted and made available from other sources, which to an extent have been under used in the past.  The monitoring of applications will be vigorous. 

The Chairman expressed regret that the locality budget had been cut as she felt it was a real opportunity for local people to have an input.

County Cllr. J. Midwood thought it was a pity that no member of the Parish Council was going to attend the public meeting about the proposed wind farms at Chedburgh and Rede.  The proposed turbines will be higher than those at Swaffham.
	

	
	
	


	9
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/O5/01776 – Continued use of building for the wholesale and retail sale of antiques – renewal of previous planning permission SE/04/1880/P – Clare Antiques World, Malting Lane, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/05/01830 – Erection of two storey side extension following demolition of garage – Walnut Tree Cottage, 2 Snow Hill, Clare. Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Borough Decisions:
	

	
	TCA05/1146 – Granted

SE/05/1495/LB – Granted

SE/05/1551/LB – Granted

SE/04/1528/P – Appeal
	

	
	
	

	10
	Election of Co-Opted Councillor
	

	
	
	

	
	There had been three applications.  Voting took place and a majority vote agreed that Alan Parsley be co-opted on to the Council.  Clerk to write to Mr. Parsley.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11
	Quotation for survey of Clare Town Hall
	

	
	
	

	
	Kevin Hurley and Associates had quoted fees of £1,500.00 plus VAT for carrying out a full inspection of the building, and the subsequent preparation of a building survey report detailing the current condition of the premises and a planned maintenance schedule, probably over a five year period.

Recommended approval of the quotation was proposed by Cllr. D. Neal, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.

It was agreed that Cllr. R. Gee should accompany Mr. Hurley at the inspection and provide the link between CHOC and the Parish Council.  Clerk to write to Mr. Hurley and confirm.

The Chairman agreed to find the copies of correspondence regarding subsidence and send to Mr. Hurley.
	Clerk

Chairman

	
	
	

	12
	Playing Fields meeting to be held on Friday 17th June 2005
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Stevens reported that this will be held in the Town Hall between 7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m.  Architects plans will be on display.  Available Councillors agreed to meet at 6.45 p.m.  Letter to be written to Terry McGerty to thank him for preparing leaflets.  Thanks to everybody who delivered leaflets.

Appointment of Treasurer to be an agenda item at the next meeting.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Traffic congestion in Cavendish Road at peak times
	

	
	
	

	
	Numerous complaints have been made about the traffic congestion which is a result of the building work taking place.  After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will speak to PC Spraggons about the issues raised.  It was felt that the attitude of some drivers was unhelpful and aggressive.
A complaint had been received about overhanging bushes in Cavendish Road and the Chairman agreed to speak with residents concerned.

With regard to the Craft Fair on 9th and 10th July it was agreed that the Clerk should speak with PC Spraggons to see if anything can be done to alleviate possible traffic congestion in Cavendish Road and Nethergate Street.
	Clerk

Chairman

Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Allocation to Parish Councillors of different areas in Clare in order to identify poor pavements and other highway issues.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was reported that some of the pavements in Highfields are currently being repaired. 
It was agreed to divide the town between Parish Councillors to identify issues and review at July meeting.  It was important to provide Jim Nunn with a realistic target of important issues only.
Cllr. D. Neal – Clare Heights

Cllr. O. Smith – Centre – Market Hill, Church Street, Malting Lane, Well Lane and Station Road
Cllr. J. Stevens – Westfield

Cllr. J. Smith – Highfields

Chairman – Granary, Stoke Road

Cllr. K. Mison – Callis Street

Cllr. R. Gee – Bridewell Street towards Chilton Street

Cllr. A.Parsley – Chairman to speak with Cllr. Parsley to see if he can do Stoke Road out of Clare.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	15
	Invitation from Clare Society – Agree dates to put forward for meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed to offer the Clare Society two dates – Tuesday 26th July (preferred date), or Monday 18th July, both at 8.00 p.m.  Clerk to contact Clare Society.

It was agreed to prepare a draft agenda at the meeting to be held on Monday 20th June.
	Clerk

Chairman

	
	
	

	16
	Parish Paths Partnership – Decide whether to join for 2005.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed not to join for 2005.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Memorial Tree Planting in The Nuttery
	

	
	
	

	
	A parishioner had asked for the Parish Council’s approval to plant a beech tree in The Nuttery in memory of his late wife.  The Parish Council gave their approval.  Cllr. O. Smith to tell Cllr. K. Mison who will advise parishioner.
	O. Smith

	
	
	

	18
	1992 Town Appraisal – Agree disposal
	

	
	
	

	
	Disposal was agreed.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Discussion of agenda and future implementation
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Clarification of Committees and future reporting – Following the Chairman’s recent discussion with Mary Mitson-Woods of SALC the Chairman suggested that the four committees – Street Cleaning, Market, Cemetery and Finance continue reporting under “Committee Reports”.  

The Chairman suggested that the remaining reports which are not Committees   i.e. SALC, Website, CLASP, CHOC, Clare in Bloom and Emergency Planning present a written report each month (or as and when required) and this is collated and circulated by the Clerk with the agenda.  If there is anything specific under any of these reports that needs to be discussed or agreed by the Parish Council this could be an agenda item.  After discussion it was agreed to have an agenda item “Reports”.

The Chairman felt that it was not necessary to have the Clare Primary School report and this will be removed from the agenda.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Clarification of responsibility of Clare video and website.  Video will proceed.  Website matters to be covered in “Reports”.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Clarification of status of Playing Field Association and Emergency Planning – With regard to the Playing Field Association it was agreed to have this is an agenda item at the next meeting as the public meeting will be have been held on 17th June.  Emergency Planning to table a report if and when they need to under “Reports”.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	d)
	Agree to move order of agenda for Police, Parishioners, Borough and County Councillors reports – It was agreed to move the order of the agenda in future to 

1. Apologies

2. Register of members’ interests

3. Police Report

4. Parishioners question time

5. County Councillors’ report

6. Borough Councillors’ report
	

	
	
	

	20
	Ratification of:
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Remit of Parish Clerk – It was agreed that in future the Clerk will be able to action minor items i.e. potholes, loose manhole covers, etc. without referring to the Parish Council.  If she is unsure of any request she will refer to Chairman or Vice Chairman.  In future outstanding items will be followed up as a matter of course rather than being referred back to the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	


	b)
	Committee items for future ratification – The Chairman explained that following advice from Mary Mitson-Woods of SALC the Committees (Street Cleaning, Cemetery, Market and Finance) should be delegated responsibility to make necessary decisions without referral back to the Parish Council.  They could have a budget which is taken into account in the precept which is normally run of the mill expenditure.  It was agreed to try this on a six month trial basis.  It was agreed that the Finance Clerk will liaise with the Committee Chairman to clarify how much has been spent already.
	Finance Clerk/Cttee Chairmen



	
	
	

	21
	Any other business
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Instead of Any Other Business it was agreed to have in future an agenda item “Agenda items for the next meeting”.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Additional agenda items for the next meeting:
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Date for Jim Nunn visit

Havebury Visit Report
Appoint new Treasurer for Playing Fields
Training video

Planning applications – meeting preparation
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cllr. R. Gee reported that the grass in front of Wentford View now resembled a meadow.  Clerk to follow up with St. Edmundsbury.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	d)
	Street cleaners wages review – To be an agenda item at the next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 16th June 2005

Action

	
	Sender
	Summary

	
	
	

	1
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Redeposit Draft Replacement St. Edmundsbury Borough Local Plan: Omission Sites Consultation June/July 2005.  During the consultation period objectors suggested a number of alternative sites for development, known as omission sites.  Six week consultation period on these will begin either week beginning 20 or 27 June. As site/sites falls within this parish they will contact us at the beginning of consultation period enclosing plan and comments made by the objector.  They will also explain how to make comments and provide the deadline for comments to be submitted.

Following discussion it was agreed to hold a meeting on Monday 20th June 2005 at 6.00 p.m. in the Old School.  Clerk to book room.  Action:  Clerk

	2
	Environment Agency
	Re: The Combined Essex (North and South Essex) Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy.  They are reviewing how the water resources in the North Essex are managed.  Do we wish to take part in consultation process?  Deadline is 24th June 2005.  If not, do we wish to receive further information as the strategy is developed?

Cllr. D. Neal raised the issue of the proposal to double the water through the Stour.  Agreed to request further information.

Action:  Clerk

	3
	Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re: Training Day “Understanding Your Listed Buildings and Conservation Area” on 26th October 2005.  Do we wish to book a place?

Cllrs. O. Smith and D. Neal were interested in attending.  Bring forward to next meeting to see if any other Councillors would like to attend.

Action:  Clerk

	4
	Trafalgar Weekend 
	Re:  Trafalgar Weekend 21 – 23 October.  NALC is supporting this.  Suggest organising Trafalgar Day lunches, dinners or parties on Friday 21st followed by “Service of Commemoration” on Sunday 23rd October.

Put in Circulation folder.  To be agenda item at next meeting.

Action:  Clerk

	5
	St. Edmundsbury
	Re:  Overview & Scrutiny Committee – Review of the Evening Economy.  Invitation to attend Scoping Event on Monday 20th June 2005.  Do we wish to book a place?

Cllr. J. Stevens suggested that this may be of relevance to rural communities in the future.  However, the time of the meeting, 3.45 p.m. was difficult.  Clerk to write and express interest but timing is difficult.

Action:  Clerk

	6
	Suffolk Befriending Scheme
	Re: Donation request.  Suffolk based charity that provides trained volunteers “Befrienders” for adults with learning disabilities.  Also runs weekly drop-in centres (A Place to Talk) – one in Haverhill.

Passed to Finance Committee.

Action:  Finance Committee

	7
	Gill Mison
	Re: Congestion in Cavendish Road Clare and overhanging branches.

To be discussed under item 13.

	8
	Fight West Suffolk Wind Farms
	Re:  Proposed wind farms at Chedburgh and Rede.  Planning applications have yet to be submitted but proposals are for a minimum of 12 turbines which will stand 120m high along the ridge above the Glem Valley.  In favour of green energy but turbines will totally dominate landscape.  Meeting to be held in Hawkedon Village Hall on Thursday 30th June at 7.00 p.m. Welcome the presence of a councillor and/or parishioners.

Noted.  No Parish Councillors will attend.

	9
	St. Edmundsbury
	Re: Grass Cutting Clare.  Reply to our letter about grass cutting on verge in Gosford Close being divided between Havebury and St. Edmundsbury.  They appreciate our frustration.  However, it took a long time to negotiate which areas would be retained by St. Edmundsbury and those transferred to Havebury.  To revisit this land transfer would be a huge undertaking.  If both parties are cutting their respective areas to the agreed standards this should not be necessary.

It was agreed that with both St. Edmundsbury Borough Council and Havebury cutting grass there was often evidence of two distinct areas which looked very strange. To be re-visited if problems arise again.

	10
	Woodberry Group Ltd.
	Re: Development in Nethergate Street.  Completion by the end of this year.  Unaware of concerns being expressed by local residents.  Happy to address any particular issues.

Noted.

	11
	Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Rights of Way Improvement Plan – Assessment Report.  Leaflets enclosed (also available from libraries) for the use of councillors.

Put in circulation folder.

	12
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Application for Occasional Public Entertainment Licence – Clare Country Park – Clare World Music Festival – 23 July 2005.  12.00 noon until 11.00 p.m.

Noted.


Additional correspondence since agenda published:

	13
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council Local Plan Public Inquiry

Mr. Simon Osborn
	Re:  Local Development Plan Public Inquiry.  This will begin at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 4th October.  Purpose is to enable St. Edmundsbury to have unresolved and valid objections to the Plan examined by an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State.  Objective is to find out relevant facts and arguments, giving an opinion on the merits of the evidence and making recommendations about modiciations to the Plan (including the deletion from the plan of any material which should not have been included).  

Mr. Osborn’s position is independent of St. Edmundsbury – he is link with Inspector.    All parties are responsible for keeping themselves informed of the progress of Inquiry – timetable may be subject to change.  The Inspector will hold pre-Inquiry Meeting on Thursday 30th June at 1.30 p.m at Borough Offices, Angel Hill.  This meeting is to help the Inspector and all interest parties to prepare for the Inquiry.  The Inspector will outline how the Inquiry will be conducted.  The merits of objections will not be considered at this meeting.  Programming Questionnaires enclosed to be returned by Tuesday 28th June 2005.

It was agreed to complete the questionnaire at the meeting to be held on Monday 20th June at 6.00 p.m.  (See Correspondence item 1.) 

	
	
	

	
	Parishioners Question:

Mr. Groom
	At the Parish Council meeting of 18th November 2004 there was criticism of Suffolk Acre in the manner in which the Borough proposals were discussed.  Extracts of the Parish Council Minutes were quoted.  Mr. Groom highlighted that a proposed action was a local poll or a public meeting and what had happened to this attitude and proposals. 

With regard to Suffolk Acre and the manner in which the proposals were discussed.  These observations may be made at the Public Inquiry.
It was agreed that this was not a firm proposal only a suggestion “there may be a need...”.  

The question of a public meeting had been raised at the Annual Parish Meeting in April and had been considered by the Parish Council at their following meeting.  It had been agreed not to hold a public meeting but to make representations to the Public Inquiry.


Attachment to Minutes of 16th June 2005
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