Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 19th May 2005 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:  Cllr J. Stevens (Chairman), Cllr. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), R. Gee, D. Neal,

J. Smith.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington,  County Councillor J. Midwood, 10 parishioners

	1
	Apologies.  Cllrs. P. Daniels, K. Mison and R. Warmington

	
	

	
	The Chairman proposed and it was agreed that item 17 on the agenda be moved to the end of the meeting in private session.

	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked all the Parish Councillors for their support over the last four years and he had thoroughly enjoyed his term of office.

	
	

	
	The Vice-Chairman then chaired the meeting.

	
	

	2
	Election of Officers

	
	

	
	a)
	Election of Chairman – Cllr D. Neal nominated Cllr. R. Warmington, this was seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.

	
	b)
	Election of Vice-Chairman – Cllr. D. Neal nominated Cllr. O. Smith, this was seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.

	
	
	

	3
	Election of Committees

	
	

	
	a)
	Street Cleaning – Cllr. J. Smith wished to stand down.  Cllr. O. Smith was happy to continue and Cllr. D. Neal joined this Committee.  A committee has to have a minimum of three people and it was agreed the appointment of a third Councillor be an agenda item at the next meeting.  Cllr. J. Smith was thanked for all her hard work in the past.  Action: Clerk

	
	b)
	Market –  It was suggested that this Committee be amalgamated with the Street Cleaning Committee.  After discussion it was agreed that they should remain separate.  Cllr. D. Neal wished to stand down.  Cllrs. K. Mison and R. Gee were happy to continue and Cllr. O. Smith joined this Committee for a term of a year.

	
	c)
	Cemetery Committee – Cllrs. O. Smith, K. Mison and R. Gee were happy to continue.  It was agreed that another Councillor should join this Committee.  To be an agenda item at the next meeting.  Action: Clerk

	
	d)
	Finance Committee – Cllr. P. Daniels, J. Stevens, O. Smith, D. Neal were happy to continue.  As absent from the meeting Cllr. R. Warmington to be asked if she wished to continue on this Committee.

	
	e)
	SALC Representative – Cllr. P. Daniels was happy to continue.

	
	f)
	CLASP Representative – Cllr. J. Smith was happy to continue.


	
	g)
	CHOC Representatives – Confirmed as Cllrs. R. Gee, J. Smith and R. Warmington.

	
	h)
	Emergency Planning Representatives – It was suggested that Cllr. R. Gee be appointed Chairman.

	
	i)
	Country Park Liaison Representatives – Cllrs. J. Smith and O. Smith were happy to continue.

	
	
	

	
	Playing Field Committee – It was agreed to postpone this until after the meeting to be held on 17th June 2005.  To be an agenda item at the July meeting.  Action:  Clerk

	
	
	

	4
	Register of members’ interests

	
	

	
	None were declared at this point in the meeting.

	
	

	5
	Minutes of meetings held on 21st April, 5th May and 10th May 2005

	
	

	
	Minutes of the meeting of 10th May 2005 were not completed and would be tabled at the next meeting.  Action: Cllr. J. Stevens/Clerk

	
	

	
	There was one amendment to the Minutes of 21st April 2005 – Page 8, 17r) should read “CLASP leaflet stated that the Day Care centre is run by Social Services when in fact it is run by volunteers”.  With this amendment acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously. 

	
	

	6
	Parishioners question time/Police Report

	
	

	
	PC Spraggons did not attend the meeting and there was no police report.   

	
	

	
	Mrs. Flack expressed concerns about the proposed planning application at 1 Gilbert Road, Clare.  In summary these were – extensions too excessive for plot size, overpowering and imposing, shading of their property, windows overlooking will be intrusive, view from living accommodation will be severely restricted.  

Mr. Adkin stated that in his opinion the view would be improved because tall trees that had been there for a number of years had been removed.
Mr. Groom expressed concern about the debris on the pavement opposite Ashen Road.  This was noted.
Mr. Scott expressed concern about the number of container lorries coming through Clare and the problems they caused compounded with the temporary restrictions on Cavendish Road and Nethergate Street. Lavenham have experienced this problem and have been campaigning to have satellite routes and reduce the traffic through the town.  It was suggested the Council liaise with Lavenham.
Mr. Scott raised concerns over traffic problems when the Craft Fair is on at Clare Priory on 9th and 10th July and the park and ride is operating from the Playing Field to the Priory.  The Parish Council agreed to notify the police at the June meeting.  Action: Clerk

	7
	Matters arising from the Minutes of the meetings held on 21st April and 5th May 2005

	
	

	
	21st April – 7a) Presentation of monthly accounts. Tourist leaflet payment resolved.  

8a)  Street Cleaning Committee Report.  Churchyard Wall has been rebuilt.  

8c) Cemetery Committee Report. Mr. Gilbert had still not ground out stump and had promised to do this by 13th May. Clerk to follow up Action: Clerk
17n) Any Other Business – Planning issues.  Cllr. J. Smith was pleased to note that the Borough Council were aware of local peoples’ concerns about the planning application for change of use at Peddars, High Street, Clare.

	
	

	8
	Correspondence

	
	

	
	See attached schedule.

	
	

	9
	Finance

	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts – Financial Clerk explained these.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial – There were none.

	
	

	10
	Committee Reports

	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning – Cllr. O. Smith reported that they had met with Terry Howe re weeds on pavements.  Spraying will begin from 18th May only in the centre of town, i.e. not Nethergate Street, so our cleaners will have to do that.  The edges of the pavement against the church wall in the High Street are crumbling and these can be skimmed in places.  Clerk to confirm to Terry Howe that the Parish Council are in agreement with this.  Action: Clerk
Cllr. J. Smith said that she thought a lot of the pavements in Clare were breaking up and were in a poor state.  It was agreed that key areas in the centre of town should be identified and be an agenda item at the next meeting.  This can then be followed up with Mr. Nunn at his annual visit. Action: Clerk
Some negative comments have been received about the removal of fly posters but the street cleaners will continue to remove them.

	
	i)
	Dog warden – Cllr. J. Smith expressed serious concern about dog fouling on the drive to the Cemetery and names of offending dog owners had been passed to her by parishioners.  After discussion it was agreed that these names be reported to the dog warden for further action.  Action:  Cllr. J. Smith

	b)
	Market – Cllr. D. Neal said there was nothing to report.

	c)
	Cemetery -  Cllr. O. Smith reported that working party on 24th April had worked hard and thanks to go to Cllr. R. Gee and Tony Smith.  New signs to be fitted.  Top of tap has gone and needs to replaced.

	
	i)
	Tender to empty compound – This is full and needs to go to tender.

	
	ii)
	Report back on meeting with archivist – Cllr. O. Smith and L. Warmington met with Judith Stevenson of County Records Office.  Ms. Stevenson will send a quotation for having the plans copied.  It was agreed that the leather bound cemetery records prior to fifty years ago should also be archived.  Clerk to contact Ms. Stevenson to arrange collection.  Action:  Clerk
L. Warmington suggested that in the longer term cemetery records could be put on computer and the Parish Council should bear this in mind.

	d)
	SALC – Clerk reported for Cllr. Daniels that the next meeting will take place on 1st June and he expects to attend.

	e)
	Finance – Clerk reported for Cllr. Daniels that he will arrange a meeting of the Finance Committee in early June to discuss applications received for grants under section 137 and standing orders for the Finance Committee.  Cllr. J. Smith requested that insurance for Christmas lights also be an agenda item.

	f)
	Website – Cllr. J. Smith reported that two messages had been removed from guest book.  It is proposed to put information about Emergency Planning on the website.  Clare Primary School may also have a link on the website.

	g)
	CLASP – The AGM had been very positive and CLASP was running well and widely used by various groups.  

	h)
	CHOC – No report.  Cllr. J. Stevens said that the farewell party on 3rd June will be Linda Stevens’ last event and she was keen for all the Parish Council to attend.

	i)
	Clare in Bloom – Cllr. J. Smith reported that this was going well although the watering had not yet been resolved but was optimistic this would be sorted out.  CiB is a small committee of people who are working hard.

	j)
	Clare Primary School – School governor’s report – No report.

	k)
	Borough Councillors Report – Cllr. J. Stevens reported that the annual meeting had taken place on 19th May and Stephen Oliver had been elected as mayor.  The two leisure centres have transferred to a trust which should show greatly increased investment.   Cllr. J. Stevens thought that the Millenium sign was magnificent and well worth waiting for.    It will be erected in Nethergate Street in September.

	l)
	County Councillors Report – Cllr. O. Smith welcomed County Councillor Jane Midwood to her first meeting as Suffolk County Councillor.  County Councillor Midwood gave an introduction to her background.  She reported that the first full Council meeting will take place on Thursday 26th May when a Chairman will be elected.  County Councillor Midwood had noticed the bad state of the footpath between Chilton Street and Clare and the Parish Council explained that this had been a long running issue.  If the County Council budget permits some of the path may be repaired this year.  County Councillor Midwood had received a letter from the landlord of The Swan concerning cars parking over the entrance to the car park.  Cllr. J. Smith highlighted the problems of car parking for those people who live in the centre of the town.

	
	

	11
	Planning

	
	

	a)
	SE/05/1424/P – Extensions to dwelling – 1 Gilbert Road, Clare.  The revised application was reviewed against the original application.  The Clerk read out three letters from local residents opposed to the planning application.  Recommended refusal on the grounds previously given a) both extensions are too large for the plot size b) rear extension should be single storey c) spoil street scene.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.

	
	

	
	SE/05/01633 – Listed Building Application – Removal of softwood boarding to part gable (side elevation) and repair/reinstate gable with smooth render to match adjacent front elevation with decoration to match – 8 & 9 High Street Clare – Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.

	
	

	
	Borough Decisions:

	
	

	
	SE/05/1355/LB – Granted

	
	SE/05/1354/P – Granted 

	
	SE/05/1462/P – Granted

	
	TCA05/1137 – Granted

	
	SE/05/1206/P – Granted

	
	SE/05/1033/LB – Granted

	
	SE/05/1032/P – Granted

	
	SE/05/1069/P – Granted

	
	SE/05/1247/P – Granted

	
	

	12
	Election of Co-Opted Councillor

	
	

	
	The Council agreed to move this item to the end of the meeting in private session.

	
	

	13
	The Appointment of Representative Trustees of Clare Ancient House Museum

	
	

	
	The following resolution was proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.

	
	

	
	That the Council

	
	

	
	· Confirms the appointment of Stuart Green as a Representative Trustee of Clare Ancient House Museum

	
	· Appoints David Ridley as a Representative Trustee of Clare Ancient House Museum in succession to Ken Groom, and

	
	· Instructs the Clerk to confirm in writing to Tom Shaw, the Secretary to Clare Ancient House Museum, the appointment by the Council of Stuart Green and David Ridley as Representative Trustees of Clare Ancient House.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	14
	Re-deposit Local Plan Public Enquiry in September 2005

	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Stevens confirmed that he will prepare the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2005.  Cllr P. Daniels will prepare a draft of the initial response and be the Parish Council’s representative at the public enquiry in September.

	
	

	15
	Playing Field Project

	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Stevens reported on a meeting that had been held on 17th May 2005 to discuss the Playing Field Project in the light of the resignations of John Humphrey and Peter Shaw who have been very active and helpful over the last few years.  It was agreed to try and encourage enthusiastic support from the town not only in fund raising but also generating interest in the various sports on the playing field.  Cllr. J. Stevens had drafted two documents – a letter to go to parents of children of both the Primary and Middle schools and a leaflet to go to every household in Clare. Comments to be given to Cllr. J. Stevens by 27th May. An Open Evening has been arranged at the Town Hall on Friday 17th June between 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. to try and get people to come along and show an interest.  In order to obtain funding from other sources (i.e. the Lottery), it is essential that there is a real commitment from the local community to this project.  A further meeting will be held to agree the way forward.
The Finance Clerk reported that a new Treasurer will need to be appointed.  It was agreed to discuss this at the next Parish Council meeting which will take place after the meeting on 17th June.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	16
	Emergency Planning

	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith reported that she had recently attended a public health symposium where this topic had been discussed.  It  emphasized how well Clare has done in this area.

	
	

	17
	Review of Clerk’s hours and remuneration

	
	

	
	To be discussed in private session at the end of the meeting.

	
	

	18
	Parish Newsletter – Clare Focus

	
	

	
	Cllr. D. Neal and O. Smith suggested that rather relying on Focus dates an information sheet, including an introduction from the Chairman, with contact numbers, who is who, website, dog warden, committees etc. is delivered to all houses once a year rather than having a newsletter in The Focus once a quarter as they were doubtful that there were enough items for 4 newsletters a year.  After discussion it was agreed to give the original idea a go as there were issues that the Parish Council needed to share with parishioners i.e. the Playing Field, car parking etc.  Cllr. J. Smith will help with input.  Action:  Cllrs. O. Smith, D. Neal and J. Smith

	
	

	19
	Invitation from Clare Society

	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed to meet with the Clare Society.  However the date they had proposed was not convenient and it was suggested that more notice is given and a choice of dates offered.  Clerk to contact Clare Society and also ask that an agenda is prepared for the meeting with input from both the Clare Society and the Parish Council.  To be an agenda item at the next meeting.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	20
	Any other business

	
	

	a)
	Re:  Interim Planning meetings.  Cllr. D. Neal suggested that in order to save the Clerk time arranging interim planning meetings the first Thursday in the month is penciled in diaries for a meeting and can be cancelled if not required.  After discussion it was agreed to leave as it is.

	
	

	b)
	Re:  Development on Nethergate Street.  Concern was expressed that there appears to be a lack of consideration towards the neighbours and the inhabitants of Clare i.e. the digging of the hole on the pavement/road opposite.  The Clerk was asked to write to the builder, with a copy to Guy Smith, to request a timescale of work to be carried out and ask when the development will be finished.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	c)
	Re: Any Other Business.  Concern was expressed at the length of AOB at the previous meeting (18 items).  To be an agenda item at the June meeting.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	d)
	Cllr. J. Stevens thanked Les Warmington for all the hard work he had done as a County Councillor and how grateful Clare is for the support he had given the town.

	
	

	e)
	Re:  Clerk’s computer.  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask the IT department at the Borough Council for advice on virus software and whether they can recommend somebody to help with this.  Action:  Clerk

	
	


	f)
	Re:  Rubbish collection.  A complaint had been received that bins are not being returned to where they are collected from.  Clerk to write to Borough Council.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	
	The Vice Chairman asked the parishioners if they had any further questions for the Parish Council.

	
	

	
	Mr. Groom asked whether there was going to be a public meeting concerning the proposed housing development by The Granary.  Cllr. J. Stevens said that this has not been ruled out.  However, the Parish Council was currently preparing proposals for the Public Enquiry to be held in September and it was reiterated that the Parish Council’s preferred option for housing was behind The Swan.

	
	

	
	Mr. Adkin explained the reason behind his planning application at 1 Gilbert Road, Clare.  The family wished to stay in Clare but they needed more room.  Their children were keen to establish football training in the town and he thought it would be a shame if they had to move.

	
	

	
	Mr. Dadd highlighted the current traffic problems by the building development in Cavendish Road.  The builders are parking their vans outside the development and this means that there are no spaces for cars to pull into to avoid oncoming traffic.  Clerk to contact police.  Action:  Clerk 

	
	

	
	Meeting closed to the public at 9.10 p.m.


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 19th May 2005

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Webmaster
	Re: Clare Video.  Footage was taken last year but weather conditions were poor.  Prefer to re-shoot this year on a sunnier day.  Suggests while ‘Clare in Bloom’ is at its best. Asks if CiB can advise them on the best dates (from what date to what date) while flower tubs etc. will be at their best.  Action: Clerk to pass to Clare in Bloom
OK to put agendas on website.

	2
	Suffolk C.C.
	Re: Rights of Way Improvement Plan.  Asking for comments by 30th June 2005.  To be circulated separately.  Action: Clerk

	3
	Mrs. Hull
	Complaint re late husbands and parents’ graves.  Covered with huge amount of grass which had been cut when wet, headstones are chipped suggests not mowing so close. Cllr. O. Smith and Finance Clerk had been to see graves.  They thought headstones were normal wear and tear.  Weather conditions cannot hamper grass cutting.  Finance Clerk happy to meet Mrs. Hull on site.  Clerk to write to Mrs. Hull.  Action: Clerk

	4
	Jim Nunn Highways S.C.C.
	Deer sign will be moved.

Re: Nethergate Street.  Guy Smith has been asked to update Parish Council by end of the month.

Re: Car parking at Snow Hill.  Has asked for clarification as to who owns the grassed area.    Will write and confirm but suspects that no action will be taken.  In cases where fences etc. have been erected these have been vandalised, may cause problems if vehicles are parked elsewhere, problems with accessing for grass cutting.

Noted.

	5
	Fred Barrett & Son.
	Transfer of licence on 16 June 2005 at The Bell to Andrew David Turner.

Noted.

	6
	Jim Nunn Highways S.C.C.
	Re: Blocked drain 13 Station Road.  To be investigated.

Re: Stoke Road greensward.  May be able to improve drainage by patching the subsided area.

Noted.

	7
	Linda Stevens – CHOC
	Invitation for Parish Councillors and Clerks to attend a drinks party on 3rd June between 7.30 – 9.00 p.m. in Halls One and Two to say farewell to Anita and trustees who will be leaving.

Noted.

	8
	Havebury
	Re: Grass cutting Gosford Close.  Confirmed this has been done.

Noted.

	9
	SCC
	Re: Revised draft Statement of Community Involvement (how the Council will consult the local community on major planning applications).  Inviting comments on second draft. Put in circulation folder.

	10
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council. 
	Re: St Edmundsbury 2025 Project: Roundtable Events.  Wish to establish long term vision over next twenty years – pressure for more housing development, transport infrastructure, more housing, health and social care.  Thursday 16th June – Haverhill Arts Centre – 09.00 -3.00; Friday 1st July – Corn Exchange, Bury St. Edmunds – 09.00 – 3.00 Put in circulation folder

	11
	Dr. Hornsey
	Copy of a letter sent to Director of Planning, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council re planning application: SE/05/1496/P.  Noted


Attachment to Minutes of 19th May 2005.

PAGE  
1

