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Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday  17th March 2005 at 7.00 pm    

Present:  Cllr. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels,  K. Mison, D. Neal, L. Stevens, R. Warmington.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington, one parishioner.
	1
	Apologies: Cllr. J. Stevens (Chairman), Cllrs. P. Daniels, K. Mison and R. Warmington for joining part way through meeting.

	
	

	2
	Register of members interests: There were none at this point.

	
	

	3
	Minutes of previous meeting held on 17th February and 3rd March 2005.  
Minutes of 17th February – Page 5 – Resignation of Cllr. L. Stevens – should state “at the April meeting”.  With this amendment accepted, acceptance of these minutes was proposed by Cllr. L. Stevens and seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously and Vice Chairman signed them as a true record.

	
	

	4.
	Parishioners question time/Police report

	
	

	
	Police Report:  PC Spraggons reported that there had been four crimes since the beginning of February including a theft from industrial premises and minor nuisance from youths in Callis Street area.
Havebury estate inspections will be on Wednesday 15th June 2005 starting at 10.00 a.m.  One or two parish councillors welcome to attend.  Agenda item for next meeting.  Action: Clerk
PC Spraggons confirmed that police station had moved to Harp Lane.  Signs will be put on previous police station advising this.

Cllr. R. Gee asked whether the police are aware of abandoned four wheeled drive vehicle at Clare Hall.  PC Spraggons confirmed they are and registered owner check will be done.

	
	

	
	A parishioner, Mr. Scott, expressed concern at the Sheepgate Lane footpath. Some of the trees were in a bad condition and looked as if they may fall down.  The footpath from No. 7 to Acre Walk is very dark and street lights do not make a difference. There is also debris on this part of the footpath.  The Parish Council advised Mr. Scott that this matter will be discussed later on in the meeting and they would report back to him.

	
	

	5
	Matters arising from minutes of meeting held on 17th February 2005

	
	

	
	Page 1. Item 4.  Cllr. L. Stevens had been unable to contact Howard Jackson by e:mail.  Clerk to confirm e:mail address to Cllr Stevens.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	
	Page 5. Item 9 i). Emergency Planning Meeting confirmed for 20th April 2005 at 7.00 p.m., Hall 1, Old School Community Centre.   David Bird, Senior Emergency Planning Officer will attend.

	
	

	
	Page 7. Item 14.  The Antiques Roadshow had raised £350 towards the Playing Field Project.

	
	

	6
	Correspondence

	
	

	
	Stop Stansted Expansion.  Asked if they could they make a presentation as part of our regular or Annual Parish meeting to update on proposals to expand Stansted following their recent challenge in the High Court.  It was agreed to write and suggest they hold their own meeting open to the public.  Action: Clerk
Standard Board for England.  They have been asked to conduct a review of the Code of Conduct and will be consulting with individuals and organisations to gauge opinions.  Deadline is 17 June 2005.  Leaflets circulated.  Agenda item for next meeting.  Action: Clerk
Transfer of licence Clare Park Lake Golf Course.  Noted.

E:mail from Webmaster concerning ‘read only’ minutes.  Confirmed that no one except Webmaster can upload file back on the Internet. Noted. No further action.
Winston Knowles. Copies of drawings for proposed Sports Pavilion. One copy to be circulated, one copy to Playing Field Association.
Havebury Housing Partnership.  Confirmed blocked drain in front of Callis Court will be cleared.  Noted.

Clerk update on Milennium Sign. Sign now made, Milennium Committee to meet and agree how to proceed. To be erected on greensward outside the Clare Hotel.  Three years ago Borough planning department confirmed that planning permission is not required and it was agreed to write to John Laws to suggest he has this in writing from the Borough and also that the Clare Hotel and local residents are informed.  Action: Clerk

Anglian Water – Stench pipe in Pashlers Alley.  Confirmed it is still in use and they will repaint.  Does not address issues of leaning on Tailors Cottage.  Clerk to write to Anglian Water again.  Action: Clerk
Arboricultural Officer St. Edmundsbury – Following letter of concern from Mr. Hodson in St. Peter’s Court they have looked at two pine trees in Cemetery.  Trees do not show any defects that would indicate they will fail under normal circumstances – similar to 2002 inspection.  Prudent for owner of trees to inspect them on an annual basis and seek expert advice if any changes are noticed.  Clerk to forward copy of letter to Mr. Hodson.  Action: Clerk
E:mail exchange with Clare resident.  Asked if there was a by-law regarding the storage of caravans on private drives.  In the house deeds it is not permitted to store a caravan or trailer on the property.  As this is a private restriction imposed by the builder it is nothing to do with Parish Council.  Suggest contacting St. Edmundsbury to ascertain if there are any planning regulations which would inhibit this.  Action: Clerk
E:mail from Jim Nunn re traffic problems by development in Nethergate Street. Pedestrian walkway has been removed and two-way traffic can now run along the A1092.  Cllr. O. Smith confirmed that work had started on the development.  Although the pedestrian walkway has been removed the bollards remain and the Parish Council did not agree that two-way traffic can now run as there is parking on the other side of the street which prevents this.  Clerk was asked to write to Jim Nunn.  Action: Clerk
Suffolk County Council re planning application for Sports Pavilion.  As it is near public footpath No 11 nothing must be done which will in any way obstruct or disturb surface of footpath without permission. Details of how to apply for temporary diversion if necessary.  Noted.

Woodberry Group Limited.  Confirmed that name of development on Nethergate Street will be “The Boat House Mews”.  
E:mail from Jim Nunn concerning a) weeds on footpaths and highways.  Mr. Howe will contact Parish council in order to arrange site meeting b) Fence in alleyway between Old School has been checked and they have asked for name and address of landowner Action: Clerk c) parking problems outside Globe. Mr. Shipp will contact Parish Council.

St. Edmundsbury Borough Council – “Preception upon Charging Authority” from for 2005/06.  Confirmation of Parish Council Tax.  Passed to Finance Clerk.

Clare Business Association. Copy of letter written to Chief Constable, Suffolk Constabulary re burglaries and vandalism.  Noted.

St. Edmundsbury re Redeposit Draft Replacement St. Edmundsbury Borough Local Plan – 6 letters received - Consultation arrangements, no comments on plan can be accepted after 11 April 2005, summary of Parish Council representations, amended copy in relation to D407/1177, appendices attached, complimentary copy of the new plan.  Agreed all these documents will be circulated separately to Parish Councillors to be passed round as soon as possible. Action: Clerk.

	
	

	7
	Finance

	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts – Finance Clerk explained these.  Cllr. D. Neal queried whether the payment to Winston Knowles should be met by the Parish Council or the Playing Fields Association. Although Winston Knowles has quoted for their part of the cost we need, for budgetary purposes, an estimate of the minimum and maximum cost of taking the design of the project up to the point where we have got three tenders assessed for suitability. A discussion followed and it was agreed that the background will be investigated and the Chairman to be asked to address this issue. To be an agenda item at next meeting. Action: Clerk.  
Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial – There were none.

	c)
	Consolidation of loans – The Finance Clerk had circulated a schedule for Parish Council Future Loan Yearly Payments.  Although the four loan accounts terminate at different times the final payment is due in 2013. The loans could be consolidated into two accounts and would run for 3 and 14 years.  The outgoings per year in the present situation and after consolidation were explained in detail (see attached sheet).  If loans were consolidated the annual outgoings would be less than the Parish Council is currently paying.  However, there would be a one-off premium charge so that the Bank of England is compensated ( approx. £18k) for its no longer receiving the higher rate of interest payable in respect of the current loans.  Cllr. D. Neal expressed concern that the reserves will be considerably reduced, although the net effect, by reason of an interest saving of £5,000 once the loans had been consolidated at the lower rate of interest would be a reduction of £13,000.  Furthermore, there would be similar savings of interest in the two following years from which a substantial part of the reduction in reserves could be made good.  A short discussion followed about the need for particular payments from reserves including payments for CHOC, Playing Fields Pavilion, especially if we were to take out a loan of £100,000 to contribute to the construction of the pavilion.  The consolidation of the loans at a lower rate of interest would greatly enhance the Parish’s ability to meet interest of any such additional loan without recourse to a rise in the precept.
Cllr. P. Daniels put forward the resolution that the Parish Council consolidated its existing loans and instruct the Finance Clerk to take steps to do so.  This was proposed by Cllr. L. Stevens and seconded by Cllr. K. Mison. Action: Finance Clerk.

	
	

	8
	Committee Reports

	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning – Mr. Hines has been clearing weeds around the Old School.  Cllrs. O. and J. Smith will have spring review meeting with Messrs. Mortlock and Hines.

	b)
	Market – Cllr. D. Neal said there was nothing to report.

	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr. L. Stevens reported.

	
	i)
	Cemetery records – Investigation as to whether these can be copied ongoing.  Agenda item for next meeting. Action: Clerk

	
	ii)
	Update on charges – Charges are comparable to local parishes.  No change at the present time.

	
	iii)
	Two benches require work – quotes required.  Three tenders required. Specification from Cllr. O. Smith. Action: Clerk

	
	iv)
	Path up to The Nuttery – At the top of the path there is a gap in the hedge on the right hand side where dog walkers have cut across the cemetery extension to get to The Nuttery.  It was agreed to replant the hedge and also to erect a small fence to prevent the hedge being knocked down again.  Action: Cllr. K. Mison

	
	The first tree up the drive to the Cemetery appears to have been mutiliated again.  The bark has been marked with a knife.  It was agreed to put wire netting up the trunk of the tree at the next Working Party.

It was reported that an undertaker was allowing their dog to run about on the Cemetery.  In view of the dog signs it was agreed to write to Paintins. Action: Clerk.
The Clerk outlined conversations she had with Mrs. Ridgewell concerning the headstone of her late husband.  It was agreed that the Finance Clerk would look at the Cemetery records and liaise with the Clerk.  Action: Clerk/Finance Clerk

	d)
	SALC – Cllr. P. Daniels reported that SALC had advised that at some Annual Parish Meetings resolutions had been passed which were totally irrevelent to the business of the parish but that polling legislation did not prevent this.  At the next Annual Meeting of SALC they will put forward a resolution for the Government to change the existing rules.

	e)
	Finance –  It was agreed to donate £25.00 to the Preservation of Rural England society.

	f)
	Website –  Cllr. J. Smith reported that corrections to the Directory section had been made.

	g)
	CLASP – Cllr. J. Smith reported that all is going well and there is a new experienced driver for the minibus.  AGM will be held at the beginning of May.

	h)
	CHOC –  Cllr. L. Stevens reported that the AGM had been held.  No nominations had been received for candidates for election to the Council of Management. The existing Trustees will stay on until 1st June 2005. Without a Management Committee the charity is unable to function and it would have to inform the Charity Commission. A big push will be made at the Open Day.  If the response is poor then further options were discussed including a letter/leaflet drop explaining to people what is involved in being a Trustee and explaining that there is no financial commitment.
Anita Baxter has retired after 8 years.  A party will be held after Easter and Parish Councillors will be invited.  Barbara Wilder has taken over from Anita.  It was agreed to write and thank Anita on behalf of the Parish Council for all her hard work in the past.  Action: Clerk

	
	i)
	It was agreed that Cllr. L. Stevens will be the representative for the Parish Council on CHOC until 1st June 2005.  Proposed by Cllr. R. Warmington and seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.

	i)
	Emergency Planning – Emergency Planning Meeting confirmed for 20th April 2005 at 7.00 p.m., Hall 1, Old School Community Centre.   David Bird, Senior Emergency Planning Officer will attend.

	j)
	Clare in Bloom –  Cllr. J. Smith reported that Jane Haisman is Chairman.  The Committee have lots of new ideas and the Parish Council were asked to support this.  A grant of £6,300 had been received from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council for this year.  Next year Clare in Bloom will have to apply for a grant for the next three following years.

	k)
	Borough Councillors Report – In the absence of the Chairman there was no report.

	l)
	County Councillors Report – Cllr. J. Smith thanked County Councillor L. Warmington for the cheque for £1,500 which will go to help pay for the Christmas Lights. 

	
	

	9
	Planning

	
	

	a)
	SE/05/1239/P – Erection of sports pavilion (following demolition of existing) – Playing Field, Harp Lane, Clare.  The Parish Council declared an interest and did not make a recommendation.  It was agreed to write “It is our application and we commend it to the Planning Authority”.

	b)
	SE/05/1247/P – Erection of replacement conservatory – 26 March Place, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. L. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.

	
	

	
	Borough Decisions:

	
	

	
	SE/04/4121/P – Granted
SE/05/1017/P – Granted

TCA05/1111 – Granted

SE/04/2859/P – Amendment granted

	
	

	10.
	CHOC Constitution

	
	

	
	Reported under 8 h).

	
	

	11.
	Annual Parish Meeting 2005

	
	

	
	The format for the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 12th April 2005 was discussed.  It was agreed to invite brief, five minute oral reports from the Governors of both Clare Primary and Middle School, Abbeyfields, Clare Pre-School and CHOC. Local groups to be invited to give brief written reports which can be displayed at the meeting.  Clerk to obtain list of groups from Barbara Wilder.  Notices to be redesigned and circulated around town as well as usual noticeboards.  Action: Clerk.

	
	

	12.
	Parish Newsletter – Clare Focus

	
	

	
	It was agreed to have a small working party comprising Cllrs. O. Smith and D. Neal to pool together the ideas from Councillors.  Ideas included the Open Day, Clare in Bloom, website, The Nuttery, hedgerow survey etc.  It was agreed that each Parish Councillor should write a few words about themselves – i.e. who they are, why they wanted to be a councillor etc.  To be passed to either Cllrs. O. Smith or D. Neal to be reviewed at next month’s meeting.  Action:  All Councillors and Clerk.

	
	

	13.
	Open Day

	
	

	
	A very good response.  Smaller groups will share a table.  In order to set up check with Barbara Wilder whether Town Hall is available the night before and if Mr. Harding can assist with setting up.  Action: Cllrs. O. Smith and R. Warmington.  
It was agreed that Stroke Awareness Daywill have a small space in order to take blood pressures etc.  
Parishioners to be asked whether Citizens Award is a good idea.  
Clerk to follow up website representation with Webmaster – there is no phone line in Town Hall so cannot be demonstrated. Can we have posters. Action: Clerk.  
Ask exhibitors for feedback to ascertain if this is done every year.  Action:  Cllrs. O. Smith and R. Warmington.

	
	

	14.
	Country Park Advisory Panel Meeting 

	
	

	
	No matters to raise.  Clare Country Park Heritage Education Project.  Opening tomorrow, 18th March, at 2.30 p.m.

	
	

	15.
	Nomination of Cllr. L. Stevens to Playing Fields Committee 

	
	

	
	All present agreed that Cllr. L. Stevens will continue until June 2005.  It was felt that information was lacking on who is on the Committee and when they meet.  To be an agenda item at next meeting.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	16.
	Parking outside 9 & 10 Malting Lane

	
	

	
	County Cllr. L. Warmington summarised his recent meeting with one of the residents, Mr. Michell, who believes he has a right to unhindered access to the land leading down to the river and this has existed for over 100 years (including the right to park).  Following this meeting County Cllr. L. Warmington contacted Jim Nunn of Suffolk County Council.   Following discussion it was agreed to ask Mr. Michell for a copy of the relevant section of his deeds and also to write to Mr. David Byford to enquire whether he still owns any of the land there.  Action: Clerk.

	
	

	17.
	Sheepgate Lane Issues

	
	

	
	The comments from a parishioner, Mr. Scott, at the beginning of the meeting were noted.  The hedge has been cut on Sheepgate Lane but debris was not cleared away thoroughly.  On the path between Acre Walk and No. 7 Sheepgate Lane (going from No. 8) there is a tall conifer hedge on the left hand side and overhanging trees on the right and this part of the path is very dark.  There is also debris on the path which is very slippery when wet. Clerk to write to Jim Nunn at Suffolk County Council. Action: Clerk

	
	

	18.
	Any other business

	
	

	a)
	Re: Footpath at Chilton Street.  Contact Jim Nunn of Suffolk County Council to see whether this will be continued towards Clare.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	b)
	Re: Road Surface.  Surface of Church Street where cars are parked is very bad.  To be raised with Jim Nunn at his annual visit.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	c)
	Re: Letter of resignation.  Cllr. L. Stevens handed in her Letter of Resignation.  This was her last meeting.  A vote of thanks was given for the commitment that Cllr. L. Stevens has shown throughout her time on the Parish Council.

	
	

	d)
	Re:  Deer signs.  Deer signs have been erected on the Clare to Cavendish Road.  It was agreed that the sign from Cavendish to Clare was not in the right place.  It was suggested to move it from Houghton Hall back towards Cavendish by ½ a mile where the deer jump off a bank on the right hand side.  Clerk to write to Jim Nunn of Suffolk County Council.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	e)
	Re:  Committee Reports.  Cllr. R. Warmington is back on the governing body of Clare Primary School and the previous regular agenda item should be reinstated.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	f)
	Re:  Bean Trees.  Cllr. O. Smith reported on the meeting with the Arboricultural Officer of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, Havebury, residents and two Parish Councillors.  The Arboricultural Officer is going to recommend that the two outside trees are removed.  Havebury will submit planning application in due course.

	
	

	g)
	Re: Chewing gum outside Co-Op.  Clerk to contact Street Cleansing Department at St. Edmundsbury to find out if there are any new ideas for cleaning up chewing gum.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	h)
	Re: Suffolk Fire and Rescue Roadshow.  Unfortunately this did not happen because the bollards had been removed overnight on Market Hill and the Roadshow vehicle was unable to park.

	
	

	i)
	Re: St. Edmundsbury Borough Council Redepsoit Draft Replacement Local Plan.  A reminder that this will held on Wednesday 30th March between 3.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m. in Clare Town Hall.

	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.
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