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Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday  17th February 2005 at 7.00 pm    

Present:  Cllr. J. Stevens (Chairman), O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels,  K. Mison, D. Neal, L. Stevens, R. Warmington.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington, one parishioner.
	1
	Apologies: Cllrs R. Gee and J. Smith,  Cllr. P. Daniels for joining part way through meeting, P.C. Spraggons

	
	

	2
	Register of members interests: There were none at this point.

	
	

	3
	Minutes of previous meeting held on 20th January 2005 and 1st February 2005.  Acceptance of these minutes was proposed by Cllr. R. Warmington and seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously and Chairman signed them as a true record.

	
	

	4
	Parish Newsletter – Clare Focus

	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked Mr. Howard Jackson for attending the meeting.  It was agreed that the Parish Council will have a newsletter inserted in the summer edition of the Clare Focus distributed to the residents of Clare only (approx 800).  As an example subjects could be updates on CHOC and the Playing Fields Project.  The cost will be approximately £50 for printing, distribution £18, plus an additional handling charge.  Mr. Jackson suggested an editorial meeting with a representative of the Parish Council to finalise the subject matter.  Cllr. L. Stevens will send an example of an Addenbrooks Newsletter to Mr. Jackson.  To be an agenda item at next meeting.  Action: Cllr. L. Stevens/Clerk

	
	

	5
	Parishioners question time/Police Report

	
	


	
	A parishioner, Mr. David Dadd, expressed concern that there was still no Millennium sign.  The Parish Council shared this concern and the Clerk was asked to follow up.  Action: Clerk
Police Report: A written report was read out from PC Spraggons.  With regard to the problem of parking outside the Globe and the restricted access this causes to the dustcart he  suggested that the Parish Council contact Highways Department re road markings. The Parish Council felt that this problem is not only confined to the dustcart but cars as well and concern was expressed about the possible difficulty of emergency vehicle access.  After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should contact the Highways Department in the first instance to arrange a meeting with them, the Borough Council and the Police.  Action: Clerk.  
There have been an increased number of Haverhill officers regularly attending Clare in order to carry out Post Office and Co-Op checks in the light of recent problems. 
Estate inspections will be carried out at council premises in June.  Representatives from Parish Council are welcome to attend.  Clerk to ascertain precise dates from PC Spraggons.  Action: Clerk.

	
	

	6
	Matters arising from previous minutes 

	
	

	
	Page 2. Line 9.   The barrier at the Nethergate Street development has been there 9 weeks and no work has started.  County Cllr. L. Warmington reiterated that he had been assured that potential traffic problems were going to be monitored.  Clerk to write to Highways Department to ascertain when work will commence and if the traffic situation is being monitored.  Action: Clerk

Page 8. Item 18 b).  Cllr. D. Neal reported that he had discussed with St. Edmundsbury Borough Council how they fix benches securely.  The bench on Market Hill is not strong enough to take recommended bolts and it was agreed that it should be left as is.
Page 9.  Item 18 i).  Cllr. K. Mison reported that the volunteers working day at The Nuttery on 8th February had been successful with publicity on Suffolk radio.  New trees had been planted, 32m of hedge planted and hazel coppiced.  The management scheme had started.

	
	

	7
	Correspondence

	
	

	
	The Chairman had received a letter from Mr. Hurley whose property is adjacent to Peddars, High Street, Clare expressing his concern at the the proposed planning application for change of use to Indian restaurant and takeaway and the impact on his property.   The Chairman has contacted St. Edmundsbury Borough Council Environmental Health Officer who will arrange a site visit.  The Parish Council agreed that this was the correct procedure.
Mr. M. Walker – Parking outside 9 and 10 Malting Lane. Mr. Walker’s understanding is that the properties have always had parking access and he purchased his property on the understanding that this parking would continue.  It is the Parish Council’s view that this is not correct.  Clerk to extract historical correspondence and write to both Environment Agency and Highways Department with copy correspondence.  Action: Clerk
St. Edmundsbury Borough Council – Response re rubbish collection in Well Lane over Christmas.  Noted.

Mrs. M. Shinn – Thank you letter for gifts and dinner.  Noted.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr. L. Stevens for organising the dinner and gifts.
Suffolk Housing Society – They have small development in Clare which is subject to a Section 106 agreement.  This requires allocations to any vacancies that occur to be made to applicants with a connection to village.  They have noticed that they only have one or two people registered for the village.  They are bringing this to our attention so that we might make the Society known. Clerk to send copy to Howard Jackson at Clare Focus to ask if this could be publicised.  Action:  Clerk.
Suffolk County Council – In order to raise awareness of Public Rights of Way they are replacing all signposts from metalled roads with the aim to raise countryside access awareness.  Noted. Cllr. K. Mison reported that these had already been done in Clare.  
Citizens Advice Bureau – Thanks for donation. Noted.
Ellisdale Builders – Considering name suggestions. Noted.
Mr. T. Wheeler – Increase in invoice amount as unforeseen difficulties in repairing the bench.  Clerk to write to Mr. Wheeler to thank him for the excellent job he has done.  Action: Clerk
Mr. C.J. Hodson – Concern over tall Scots pine trees adjacent to his property at Clover House, St. Peter’s Court, High Street, Clare.  Letter to be passed to Tree Officer.  Action: Clerk
Suffolk Preservation Society – First draft of Regional Spatial Strategy for East of England.  Invitation to seminar on 9th April.  Circulation folder.
Dedham Vale and Stour Valley Project –  Invitation to attend Partnership and Action Planning Workshop – 2nd March 2005.  Change of address and phone number. If Parish Councillors are interested in attending  respond to Clerk by 25th February 2005.
SALC – Janet Woodhouse introduction. Cllr. P. Daniels and Clerk to confirm their e:mail addresses.  Area Meeting Agendas and Minutes to be sent to Clerk.  Action: Cllr. P. Daniels and Clerk 

St. Edmundsbury Borough Council – Suffolk Energy Action Link Competition.  Offer to community groups to win a solar water heating system.  Passed to Cllrs. L. Stevens and P. Daniels for CHOC.
Suffolk County Council – Clare Country Park Heritage Education Project.  Invitation to opening on 18th March 2005 at 2.30 p.m.  Noted.

	
	

	8
	Finance

	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts – Financial Clerk explained these and acceptance was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial – There were none.

	c)
	Consolidation of loans – Agenda item for next meeting.  Finance Clerk to prepare paper to be circulated with next meeting agenda.  Action: Finance Clerk and Clerk.

	
	

	9
	Committee Reports

	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning – Mr. Mortlock’s garments had arrived.  Mr. Hines has purchased a new broom at a cost of £8.00.  The fence on the alleyway between the Old School and The Cock is leaning over the footpath.  Clerk to contact Highways. Action: Clerk.  
Litter bin at the bottom of Common Street is cracked.  Cllr. D. Neal explained the alternative solutions.  Clerk to write to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to obtain pins.  Action: Clerk.

	b)
	Market – Cllr. D. Neal said there was nothing to report.

	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr. L. Stevens reported.

	
	i)
	Working Party Volunteers -  Working party day arranged for 24th April 2005 at 10.00 a.m. in the Cemetery. Action: All Councillors

	
	ii)
	Cost of new map for extension area in cemetery – to be obtained.  Report back at future meeting.  Action: Cllrs. L. Stevens and K. Mison

	
	iii)
	Yew Trees – Cllrs. L. Stevens and O. Smith to follow up with Mr. Gilbert.  Action:  Cllrs. L. Stevens and O. Smith.

	
	iv)
	Grass seeds in Church -  Area of dead grass will be reseeded by Cllr. K. Mison.  Action: Cllr. K. Mison

	
	v)
	Arrangements for planting replacement tree – 15ft wild cherry ordered.  Cllr. K. Mison to let Clerk know when delivery will be so Parish Councillors can attend tree planting if available.  Action: Cllr. K. Mison and Clerk.  Mr. Sears to also be informed.  

	d)
	SALC – Cllr. P. Daniels attended a SALC meeting on the East of England Plan.  The vision is a plan that is sustainable, prosperous, enhances the diversity of the region, provides assets to benefit industry, the work force and the environment and to improve quality of life.  The Plan rejects the second runway at Stansted Airport.  Issue for Suffolk is the need for knowledge driven employment as earnings are below the national average – how do we encourage improvement?  The plan sets out housing targets of 8,000 new homes by 2021.  1,420 have already been built between 2001 – 2004. Another 5,280 are somewhere in the planning and construction process. Of these 30% should be affordable housing. So far, St. Edmundsbury has achieved 40% in this respect. The problem of affordable housing in small villages needs to be addressed  – how will they sustain young families? There was a need to identify local housing needs and which local families would return to their village if given the chance.  Clare is identified as a key service centre. There will be a period of consultation  and examination by an independent panel. The final regional strategy paper will be produced in late 2006.  In the meantime local authorities can formulate their local development plans.  Planning officers will then visit Parish Councils to explain the Plan and it is hoped this can be done in clusters of parishes in order to avoid overstretching the demands made on the time of the officers concerned. 

Next Area Meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd. March.

	e)
	Finance – Cllr. P. Daniels reported on the last Finance Committee.  Recommended donations of £100.00 to Clare Youth Club (summer club) and £100.00 to the Ancient House Museum were proposed by Cllr. R. Warmington and seconded by Cllr. L. Stevens and carried unanimously.
The hourly rate of pay for the Clerk for the website work was discussed and will be considered by the Finance Committee.  The Finance Clerk was asked to prepare comparative figures with last year if the rate was increased from £7.00 p.h. to the suggested £9.00 p.h.  Cllr. L. Stevens expressed concern that as the majority of the councillors sit on the Finance Committee this might mean that the Finance Committee’s decision would be final.  Cllr. P. Daniels confirmed that he always made it clear to members of the Finance Committee that they are there to make recommendations only.  Action: Cllr. P. Daniels and Finance Clerk

	f)
	Website – The Clerk reported that a message had been placed on the website by the Webmaster reminding people that while debate is welcome on the issues affecting Clare, messages which are deemed to be personally offensive, malicious or critical of an individual will be removed.  
Following advice from SALC re putting Parish Council Minutes on websites the Clerk was asked to contact the Webmaster to find out if minutes can be ‘read-only’.  Action: Clerk

	g)
	CLASP – The organisation is running very well.  However, they do need a Vice Chairman and new support.    It was suggested that an article is put in the Clare Focus.

	h)
	CHOC – New trustees are needed and publicity will be in the next Clare Focus.   After 16th March 2005 Cllr. R. Warmington will be the only Parish Council representative and it is a requirement of the Constitution that there have to be three representatives nominated by the Parish Council.
Blue bins outside the Town Hall have not been emptied for three weeks.  Clerk to follow up.  Action: Clerk

	i)
	Emergency Planning – Meeting will be held on 16th March 2005.  David Bird to be invited to the meeting.

	j)
	Clare in Bloom – Cllr. R. Warmington reported that there is a new committee. Cllr. Warmington will be writing to the Clare Focus about the problem of watering in the summer and asking for volunteers and equipment.

	k)
	Borough Councillors Report – Chairman reported that the Council Tax rate increase will be 3.9, this is the second lowest in the County.
The Borough have agreed to £10m being spent on the redevelopment of Haverhill Town Centre with the purpose of facilitating inward investment – town centre housing, leisure facilities and retail.  With the redevelopment of Haverhill and Bury St. Edmunds the Chairman wanted to reassure parishioners that rural areas will not be forgotten and there will be a number of initiatives being rolled out.

	l)
	County Councillors Report -  County Councillor L. Warmington reported that the County Council has set the council tax increase at 2.5%. Suffolk County Council has appointed its first Director for Children and Young People.
Clare Library will reopen on Saturday 19th February 2005.

	
	

	10
	Planning

	
	

	a)
	And any other applications received by the clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.

	
	

	
	SE/05/1169/P – i) Erection of two storey side and single storey rear extensions, enlargement of front dormer and associated alterations to roof and addition of balcony and ii) detached double garage – 3 Hermitage Close, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. L. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.

	
	

	
	SE/05/1165/P – Erection of single storey dwelling with alteration of vehicular access and erection of garage to serve existing bungalow – Land adjacent to Clare Policy Station, Erbury Place, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Warmington, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.

	
	

	
	Borough Decisions:

	
	

	
	SE/04/2659/P

	
	

	11.
	Report of CHOC meeting held on 15th February 2005

	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels reported that there is a risk of there being only one Trustee. The Parish Council and the organisations of Clare have a right, and a corresponding duty, to elect members to the Committee of Management of this Charity.   Both the Town Hall and the Old School running costs are covered by current income but capital costs for substantial repairs are not. After discussion it was agreed that a surveyor should be appointed to look at any future repair work at the Town Hall and warn the Council so that funds may be made available to CHOC to cover it.  This will enable careful short and long term planning in administration and management. Cllr. L. Stevens to pass details of the surveyor to Clerk who will ascertain costs of a survey.  Action: Cllr. L. Stevens and Clerk.
Concern was expressed that some parishioners may not prepared to stand as Trustees because they believed that they may be personally liable for any major unforeseen expenses.  Cllr. P. Daniels confirmed that this was not the case. If the Trustees were given reasonable assurances that the money to pay for such works would be provided, they could not be held personally liable for any shortfall nor could they be held responsible if they declined to carry out works of repair because funds were not available. Cllr. P. Daniels was asked to examine the CHOC constitution and in particular its relationship with the Parish Council.  This will be an agenda item at the next meeting.  Cllr. P. Daniels and Clerk.

	
	

	12.
	Community Achievement Awards

	
	

	
	Cllr. L. Stevens circulated a draft of the Parish Achievement Awards 2005 nomination form.  Cllr. L. Stevens expressed her concern over the Award as she felt that there were a lot of people who work quietly in the background who do not get recognised and, as a Parish Councillor, she could not therefore support this.  After discussion it was agreed to ask the people of Clare what they think of it at the Open Day in April.  Action:  Cllrs. R. Warmington and O. Smith.

	
	

	13.
	Open Day

	
	

	
	Cllr. O. Smith reported that over 50 invitations had been sent out and they had received an enthusiastic response.  Cllrs. R. Warmington and O. Smith are organising the event.  To be agenda item at March meeting.  Action: Clerk
It was suggested that the website could be promoted by the Webmaster.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	14.
	Playing Field Project

	
	

	
	Burns Supper was very successful and had raised £1,000.

On 12th March 2005 there will be an Antiques Roadshow and supper, 7.00 p.m. – 10.30 p.m..  Tickets cost £7.00 per head including food.  £1.00 per item with no more than 2 items per person.  Cllr. D. Neal asked if any Councillors had large ovenproof containers could he please borrow them.

	
	

	15.
	Development off Nethergate Street, Clare

	
	

	
	It was suggested that the people of Clare may like to propose a name for the development off Nethergate Street and this could be done at the Open Day in April by a closed box competition.  The majority suggestion could then be passed on to the developer.  Clerk to write to developer with this suggestion.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	16.
	Clearing of weeds on pavements

	
	

	
	Cllr. O. Smith confirmed that Suffolk County Council Highways Department is responsible for the clearing of weeds on footpaths and highways.  Clerk to write and ask if a meeting can be arranged with Cllrs. O. and J. Smith to walk around Clare and look at the worst areas and discuss a possible course of action.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	17.
	Any other business

	
	

	a)
	Re:  Clare Ancient House.  Their theme this year is the People’s War.  It was suggested that there could be a 1940’s dance and Anita Baxter to be contacted to ascertain name of organiser of the twice yearly 1940’s dances at the Town Hall.  Action: Cllr. P. Daniels  They are also planning to run a film night.  

	
	

	b)
	Cllr. L. Stevens reported that she will be resigning as a Parish Councillor at the April meeting.

	
	

	c)
	Re: Stench Pipe.  Cllr. O. Smith reported that the stench pipe in Pashlers Alley is leaning on Taylors Cottage.  Clerk to write to Anglia Water. Action: Clerk

	
	

	d)
	Re: Blocked drains.  Cllr. O. Smith reported that there is a blocked domestic drain at the front of Callis Court on Callis Street.  Clerk to write to Havebury Housing Partnership. Action: Clerk

	
	

	e)
	Re:  Car parking opposite Swan Inn.  Cllr. O. Smith reported that cars are parking on the single yellow line opposite the vehicle entrance to the Swan Inn making access difficult for delivery vehicles.  Clerk to write to Police.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	f)
	Re: Churchyard Wall.  Clerk reported that Valiants had confirmed that they will start work on the Churchyard Wall in Mid-April with the work to be completed by end May.

	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.53 p.m.
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