Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Wednesday  9th June 2004 at 7pm    

Present:,  O Smith (Vice-Chairman), R Gee,  K Mison,  D Neal, J Smith L Stevens, R Warmington,.  Clerk - M Shinn 

1. Apologies:  Cllrs J Stevens (Chairman)
2. Register of members interests:  Cllr J Smith expressed an interest in planning items (a) and (b) and Cllr D Neal expressed an interest in planning item (a).  Therefore they left the meeting whilst these matters were discussed
3. Planning

a) SE/04/2269/LB – Alterations to roof over shop fascia – Castle House, Well Lane, Clare – Recommended  approval proposed by Cllr. L Stevens, seconded by Cllr. R Warmington and carried unanimously
b) SE/04/2284/P – Erection of single and two storey extensions to side and rear – 13 Hertford Road, Clare – Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. L Stevens, seconded by Cllr. R Warmington and carried by a majority decision with Cllr. Neal abstaining.
Correspondence

Dedham Vale & Stour Valley Project – A letter was received with an invitation to their Partnership Conference on Monday 14th June.  Councillors expressed concern about the number of meetings which are held during the day which means those working full time cannot attend.  This will be put on the agenda for the next meeting.  Cllr. Mison may be able to attend this conference and will check his diary.

St Edmundsbury B.C. – Regarding Occasional Public Entertainment Licence for the music festival.  Comments are required by 11th June.  No comments were required.

Suffolk C.C. Highways, Rod Jones – Clerk advised she has received an e-mail from Mr Jones and a meeting has been set up for 10am on Thursday 17th June to discuss additional lighting in Malting Lane.  Chairman will attend and other Councillors may also attend.   Cllrs. Neal and O Smith will attend.

Any Other Business

Christmas Lights – Cllr. J Smith reported that she, Malcolm Smith and John Martin had attended a meeting with Jerry Massey from Borough on behalf of the Clare Business Association  (CBA) and it had been agreed that the CBA need to find £3000 to fund the lights this year.  Borough would like us to store the lights from now on and will provide a three year funding plan which we will have some input into.  Cllr. Warmington said this would be good for budgeting purposes at parish level. There are issues about the checking of the lights and any maintenance as there are health and safety implications.  Cllr. J Smith gave some details of costs for lights such as a figure of £1000 being quoted as the cost of the electricity supply each year.  This seems high and Borough are looking into this.  There may be a saving by switching the lights on  a week later and switching off on 2nd January and  these matters will be given further consideration.  Cllr. J Smith said in view of the CBA meeting it may not now be necessary for the Parish Council to also meet with Jerry Massey about this and this was agreed.

Village of The Year – Cllr. J Smith said judging will be at 11am on 16th June and she asked for suggestions of areas to show the judges.  Places suggested were the cemetery, nuttery, library, Ancient House, CLASP at the Old School and the Country Park.  Cllr. OS Smith will be at the cemetery and Cllr. Mison at the nuttery.  David Dadd will also be contacted to see if he can attend on behalf of the Emergency Planning committee and Cllr. L Stevens will arrange for them to have access to the Town Hall.  The Ancient House committee will be contacted to ensure the house is open and there will also be contact with Clare in Bloom.
Weed spraying – Cllr. Mison said he had seen the kerb line being sprayed on Monday and this seems to have had little effect.  This may be that the solution used is so weak. Cllr. O Smith said Nethergate Street has a lot of weeds presently near Emsdens Meadow and Cllr. Gee said he will strim this area.  ACTION:  CLLR. GEE
Spare bench – Cllr. L Stevens said the bench had now been collected from Terry Wheeler and is currently  outside the chapel in the cemetery due to a problem with the lock.  Cllr. Mison has now checked the lock and it appears to be fine so Cllr. Gee will take the spare bench and replace the bench outside ship stores and this one will then be put in the chapel.

Skip, Nethergate Street – Cllr. L Stevens reported that there is a skip which does not have any lighting on it and it is protruding into the road and is surrounded by cones.  An accident could easily occur.  Mini-Waste of Sudbury will be contacted about this by the clerk.  ACTION: CLERK
Tree by White House – Cllr. Neal said that following discussion about this at the last meeting it now appears to be sprouting so is still alive.

Churchyard Wall – Cllr. O Smith said work should now have commenced on this and this will need to be put on the agenda for the next meeting.  Clerk will contact Valiants in the meantime.  ACTION: CLERK
Clare in Bloom – Judging will be on Monday 12th July.  Cllr. Mison said some attention is needed in the area of the old peoples accommodation around Churchill Close.  
Meeting closed 7.45pm 
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