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Minutes of Clare Parish Council Meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 15th May 2003 at 7pm

Present: Cllrs J Stevens (Chairman) O.Smith(Vice-Chairman), P Daniels, K Mison, D Neal J Smith, L Stevens, R Gee, R Warmington. Clerks: L Warmington and S Cumber (acting), one member of the public, PC Parsonson.

1. Apologies - There were no apologies for absence

2. Register of Members’ Interests: Cllr O Smith declared an interest in Planning Application SE/03/2056/P
3. Minutes of previous meetings on 17th April and 8th May : There was one amendment to minutes of 8th May; items 3h and 3k should read ‘committee’ not ‘sub-committee’ The minutes were signed as a correct record
4. Parishioners’ Question Time: no questions
5. Police Officer’s Report – PC Parsonson reported that of the 22 crimes committed in Clare since the beginning of April, 11 had been detected. The perpetrator of the recent Co-op till snatch had been apprehended. Foot Patrols were continuing to work well. He would be away for four weeks from next week and his place would be covered by PC Martin England. In reply to a question he confirmed that there are plans to relocate the Police Station to the Harp Lane but this would not mean any change in the level of policing.
      Cllr Warmington expressed concern about the placing of the scaffolding outside Sadler’s Cottage.            

       PC Parsonson agreed to investigate

Cllr Smith expressed concern about young teenagers riding bikes at speed on the pavements. PC Parsonson will speak to culprits if he sees them.

The Chairman expressed his thanks to the Police Officer for patrolling The Nuttery following complaints. PC Parsonson left the meeting

6. Matters arising from previous minutes:
 17/04/03  Page 6 – Item 11 Churchyard Wall: The Chairman had passed a form to Rev Rankin to complete.    Valiant’s are to look at matching bricks and will deliver 6 bricks to Cllr O Smith for consideration.

08/05/03 Page 3(k) Clare in Bloom Committee : Cllr J Smith had contacted this committee and opinion was divided as to whether a Parish Council Representative was required. Cllr O Smith expressed the view that, as a Committee of the Parish Council, it should be represented. A letter will be sent to Clare in Bloom to clarify the matter ACTION: CLERK

7. Correspondence

Borough Council Development Officer re Moot Hall: owner has been located and is co-operating with the Borough Council. Retrospective consent will be sought.

Roof repairs to Cemetery building: Estimate received from JM Bloomfield  to supply and fix approx. 100 pegtiles for £440.00. It was decided to obtain a second quote from a contact known to Cllr Gee ACTION: CLERK/CLLR GEE

Footway from Chilton St to Clare: SCC Highways were not able to offer financial help but would provide a specification for the work. It was decided to request this and an estimated cost of the work. ACTION:CLERK. 

St Edmundsbury is not able to provide funding although a small contribution may be made if the Parish Plan process is followed

Cllr J Smith suggested that the initiative might be looked on favourably if it incorporated a cycle path. It was decided to write to the Borough Council about this. ACTION: CLERK

A letter had been received from Mr Simpson of Motts Farm thanking the Parish Council for their support of this project

Transfer of Liquor Licence & Gaming Permit at The Bell Hotel : From Susan Pawsey and Kevin Charles Burton to Stephen Beynon Lewis.

Repairs to Wall at rear of The Swan: not the responsibility of the Borough Council but may be the responsibility of adjoining property owners. Some repairs have been made.

Changes to bus timetables: Burton’s have notified changes.

8. Finance

a Presentation of monthly accounts: Financial Clerk stated that a VAT repayment of £942.15 had been received. It was proposed by Cllr Mison that the accounts as attached are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr L Stevens and agreed.

b Exclusive rights of burial – none

9. Committee Reports

a Street Cleaning – Cllr O Smith reported that she & Cllr. J Smith had met with the street cleaners. There were still some problems with weed removal against householders’ walls. Removal of a number of posters sellotaped on signs and walls had caused extra work for cleaners.
b Market – nothing new to report
c Cemetery- no meeting since last report.  Report on meeting with Tree Officer is attached. The grass in the Cemetery extension requires cutting. Clerk to check frequency of cuts for discussion at next meeting ACTION: CLERK Cllr Mison agreed to speak to David Gotts regarding cutting alongside the old Dalgety site.

d SALC : Cllr Daniels reported that the AGM is Saturday 12th July and councillors may contact him if they wish to attend.
e Finance – nothing to report
f Website – Cllr J Smith reported that a meeting will be held in the library on 24th June at 7.30pm to look at the website. Local schools will be invited to attend ACTION: CLERK
g CLASP – The AGM was very positive and things are progressing well. The CLASP website may now be accessed from the Clare website. A tea afternoon on 14th May had been well attended.
h CHOC – There had been no suitable applicants for the position of trustee/caretaker for the Town Hall. A rota had been drawn up for Councillors to undertake this work for the next month. Cllr J Smith pointed out that the applicant needs to live in or very near Clare and have transport. Advertising on Suffolk Radio and the Job Centre was suggested.
i Clare Primary School – The school had again won a School Achievement Award for 2003.
j Borough Councillor’s Report – The Chairman reported that he had attended the Annual Mayor-making Ceremony in Bury St Edmunds and he himself was now one of the two deputy leaders of the Council. The Council is drawing up a new four-year plan. 
k County Councillor’s Report – in view of recent articles in the National Press, County Councillor Warmington explained that certain funds have to be retained by County Councils and cannot immediately be passed to schools.
10. Planning

a SE/03/1936/LB – Moot Hall- Recommended approval, proposed by Cllr J Smith, seconded by Cllr R Warmington and agreed with one abstention.

b SE/03/1979/P – single storey rear extension – Recommend approval, proposed by Cllr R Warmington, seconded by Cllr O Smith and agreed unanimously

c SE/03/3318/P – Erection of detached dwelling and garage, land adjacent to The Swallows, Hermitage Meadows- Recommend refusal on grounds that it is back land development, proposed by Cllr K Mison, seconded by Cllr D Neal and agreed unanimously.

d SE/ 03/ 1678/LB & SE/03/1681/P – 5,Church Lane – opening up of mullion windows and installation of satellite dish – Recommend approval of mullion windows but refusal of satellite dish installation as it would be visible from a public place. Proposed by Cllr J Smith, seconded by Cllr P Daniels and agreed unanimously.

At this point Cllr O Smith left the meeting

e SE/03/2056/P – Nethergate Street Garage – demolition of existing garages and erection of nine dwellings (revised scheme) – Recommend approval, comments on original scheme still stand and a comment that the Parish Council would be upset if the scheme failed because of a lack of affordable housing. Proposed by Cllr L Stevens, seconded by Cllr P Daniels and agreed. Cllr O Smith rejoined the meeting.

Borough Decisions

SE/03/1556/LB Retention of CCTV camera at The Old Bank House, Market Hill – refused

SE/03/1569/P Erection of Conservatory – 24 Westfield – granted

SE/03/1706/P Erection of Conservatory – 64 Highfield – granted

SE/03/1535/P Erection of Conservatory –12 The Granary – granted

SE/03/1432/P Erection of garden store & retaining walls – granted

11. Website Charges – It was proposed by Cllr J Stevens that a payment of £100.00 is made to Jason Fitzpatrick for his work on the website. This was seconded by Cllr K Mison and agreed. ACTION FINANCIAL CLERK

12. Councillor’s Training Courses – Details of SALC training courses will be passed to interested Councillors for consideration. Clerk will book courses which are paid for by the Parish Council ACTION CLERK/FINANCIAL CLERK

13. Any Other Business

a Election expenses forms need to be returned to Borough Council by 22nd May. If no expenses were incurred a nil return must be filed.
b Forms for Register of Members’ Interests were distributed. These should be returned to the Clerk ACTION:CLERK

c The Enforcement Officer will be contacted concerning planning for fence at Martin and Son in Stoke Road. ACTION CLERK

d Cllr Mison passed to the Chairman the names and addresses of two individuals who were fly tipping at the Country Park were passed to the Chairman. The Clerk will write to the offenders ACTION CLERK

e Cllr Daniels asked that thanks be recorded to those who helped in the clearing of the pathway to the Church especially Mr Hodson and Mr Streeter.

f Pictures are to be hung in the Old School Community Centre on 16th May

g The CHOC Quiz Night is 10th October

h There was discussion about the old stench pipe in Pashler’s Lane. Cllr Neal suggested that Mr Sears may know who is responsible for it. The Clerk will liaise with Cllr Neal about this. ACTION CLERK/CLLR NEAL
i Mr Ling has stained two further seats. He will be thanked for his help. ACTION CLERK
j A bill for the Quantity Surveyors at the Sports Field will be passed to the financial Clerk for payment ACTION FINANCIAL CLERK
k Cllr Mison suggested that it would be easier to obtain funding if The Nuttery was designated as a registered charity. Cllr Mison will liaise with Cllr Daniels about this and the matter will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting ACTION CLLRS MISON & DANIELS/CLERK

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9. 10 pm 

