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Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday  8th May 2003 at 7pm    

Present: Cllrs. .J. Stevens, O. Smith  P. Daniels, R. Gee, K. Mison,  D. Neal, J. Smith  L. Stevens, R. Warmington.   Clerks - M Shinn & L Warmington  & 2 parishioners

Clerk took the chair at the start of  the meeting until election of officers was completed.

1. Apologies – None

2. Election of Officers

(a) Election of Chairman – Cllr. Warmington proposed Cllr. J. Stevens, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith.  There being no other nominations this was carried.

(b) Election of Vice-Chairman – Cllr. Neal proposed Cllr. O. Smith, this was seconded by Cllr. Mison.  There being no other nominations this was carried.

3. Election of committees

(a) Street cleaning – Cllrs. O. and J. Smith were both happy to continue in this role and it was felt that this was advisable based on the good rapport and build up of trust they have established with the two street cleaners. 

(b) Market – Cllr. Neal explained he would be available to do this on a Monday but there would also need to be others on this committee to cover for holidays etc.  Cllr. Mison and Cllr. Gee both agreed they were happy to join this committee.  Cllr. Neal said he felt some work needs to be done in looking at the way the market is currently organised. 

(c) Cemetery – Those who had been serving on this committee were keen to stay on it as there is still a lot of work planned.  Cllr. Gee also agreed to stand.  The committee will therefore be Cllr. Gee, Cllr. Mison, Cllr. O. Smith and Cllr. L. Stevens

(d) Finance – Councillors who had been serving on this committee were keen to continue and Cllr. R. Warmington also expressed an interest.  Therefore committee will be Cllr. Daniels, Cllr. Neal, Cllr. O. Smith, Cllr. R. Warmington and Chairman as ex-officio.  Financial clerk raised the point that a Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) needs to be appointed and in many cases this is one of the clerks.  He stated he was happy to take on this role and this was agreed.

(e) SALC Representative – Cllr. Daniels said he is happy to continue in this role.  He stated that at many of the meetings he attends, clerks also attend and the clerk said she would be happy to go to some of these meetings with him.  

(f) CLASP Representative- Cllr. J. Smith said as she had only fairly recently taken over this role she was keen to continue with it.  This was agreed.

(g) CHOC Representative – Cllr. L. Stevens is the Chairman for CLASP and there should also be two Parish Councillors on the CHOC committee.  Cllr. R. Warmington said she was happy to continue to stand on this committee.    There is also the opportunity for others to join CHOC if they so decide during the course of the year.

(h) Emergency Planning committee – This was not listed on the agenda but is a committee of the Parish Council.  Cllr. L. Stevens explained this committee is currently made up of three councillors and four others (with a possibility of a fifth person joining).  As this has only recently been set up Cllrs. J. Smith, L. Stevens and R. Warmington  are all happy to continue on this committee.

(i) Website Committee – This also was not an agenda item but is part of the Parish Council with two councillors, clerk  and three others on it.   Cllr. J. Smith and Cllr. Mison are happy to continue with Cllr. L. Stevens also joining them.

(j) Clare Country Park Liaison – There is a need for two Parish Council representatives for this group and a secret ballot was held during the meeting as Cllrs. Neal, J. Smith and O. Smith all wished to stand for this.   The outcome was that Cllrs. J. Smith and O. Smith were elected.  Chairman attends as Borough Councillor and Financial Clerk attends as County Councillor.

(k) Clare in Bloom – This is also a sub committee of the Parish Council but was not included on the agenda.  Due to a change in committee earlier this year currently there is not a Parish Councillor on the new committee.  Cllr. J. Smith said she would possibly stand on this pending enquiries about times of meetings.

(l) Ancient House – Cllr. Daniels is happy to attend the meetings of the Ancient House committee as the Parish Council representative.  A letter will be sent to the Ancient House committee to confirm.  ACTION:  CLERK
4. Any other business:
Nuttery – Chairman reported that there had been some damage done in the Nuttery last weekend .  A lot of rubbish had been left, a tree was damaged and an area of grass was burned after a bonfire had been built there.  P.C. Parsonson has been made aware and the incident has been logged with the Police therefore if anyone sees any activity there of this nature they should immediately report it by dialling 999. 

Ken Groom – Cllr. R. Warmington suggested a letter of thanks be sent thanking Ken for the time he served as a Councillor.  ACTION:  CLERK
Borough Tree Officer -  Cllr. O. Smith reported that Mr Keeley will be having a meeting with herself and Cllr. L. Stevens next Monday and a list of work to be done and questions to ask has been drawn up.

Bench in cemetery – Cllr. Mison has been approached by a pensioner who would like to place a seat in the cemetery in memory of his wife.  This will be discussed at the next cemetery committee meeting.

Meeting closed 7.35pm
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